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MEMOIR OF MRS. SALLY PHIPPEN.

Mrs. Sall^, late consort of the

Rev. Greorge Phippen, of Lynn,

Mass. was born in Middletown,Conn.

Jan. 3, 1795. Her parents, Capt.

Timothy, and Mrs. Sarah Savage,

lived in the North Parish in that

town, and having been among the

first who publickly embraced the

sentiment of believers' baptism in

the place,tvere chiefly instrumental

in procuring the constitution of the

Baptist church, and the erection of

a neat and commodious house for

public worship in the years 1800
— 1.

To their pious labours in the

cause of Christ, as the means, may
be attributed the first serious im-

pressions which were felt by the

subject of this memoir. After they

viewed religion to be a divine real-

ity, and felt itsinfluence on their own
souls, her parents became tender-

ly solicitous for the salvation of

their children. They taught them
to kneel at the family altar, and to

lisp the praises of God in hymns ap-

propriate to morning, and evening
devotion. The love of Christ in

submitting to death to effect the

salvation of sinners, and the neces-

sity of a change of heart, m order

to an interest in that salvation,

were subjects frequently convers-

ed on in the family, and perhaps
not less frequently urged upon the

Vol. L 40

children as deserving their mojit

solemn attention. Nor were these

efforts on the part of the parents to

promote the eternal welfare of
their offspring, unavailing. It was
not long before they had the hap-

piness to see their eldest daughter
under deep concern for her soul,

and shortly after inexpressibly joy-

ful in believing in Jesus Christ.

The subject of this memoir, who
was then about 7 or 8 years ojd,

was deeply affected with the change
wrought in her sister, and felt in

no inconsiderable degree,for a child

of her age, the necessity of a simi-

lar change in her own heart, in or-

der to be happy. She would often

weep when conversing on religion

with her parents and associates, and

sometimes would vent her feelings

in prayer to God. The day on
which her sister was baptized, she

has ever considered as one of the

most interesting days of her life.

On that occasion, impressions were
wrought on her soul which were
not effaced in the day of her death.

To the writer of this, she has often

spoken of that day, and never to his

recollection, but with feelings of

the deepest interest.

There is one circumstance in the

early life of the deceased, which
ought to be particularly noticed ;

the more so as it may serve for an
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example io others in similar cir-

cumstances. In the neijE^hbourhood

Tvhere she lived, there were sev-

eral children nearly of the same
zg;e with herself, who regularly

met together for prayer. These
meetings were conducted with that

order and solemnity, wliich would
not disgrace the assemblies of aged
Christians. They were held at the

house of her father, and she usually

took an active part in them. How
interesting the scene, to view a

group of yoimg immortals engag-

ed in the worship of their Mak-
er !

" Out of the mouths of babes

and sucklings, God hath perfected

praise !"

From this time, until she was 14

years of age, nothing particularly

interesting took place in her feel-

ings, unless we consider of particu-

lar interest those changes of opin-

ion and feeling, to which persons

are constantly subject, who are un-

der the teachings of the Spirit of

God. Her deportment was uniform

and engaging. Meetings, whether

for prayer, conference, or preach-

ing, she numbered among her rich-

est privileges, and always appeared

to be happy, when in the company
of Christians,and in listening to their

conversation.

The advantages of religious in-

struction which she enjoyed, were
far above what is the common lot

of children. Her father's house

was a place of resort for Chris-

tian pilgrims. His doors were ev-

er open to receive the friends of

Jesus, and especially the ministers

of the gospel.

When they are religiously im-

proved, the advantages to children

to^be derived from a free and affec-

tionate intercourse with the saints,

"the excellent of the earth," are in-

calculable. With the blessing of

the Lord, such an intercourse may
be instrumental in forming the char-

acter for eminent usefulness in fu-

ture life.

At the age of 14, Mrs. Phippen's

mind was impressed to an unusual

degree with her lost state as a sin-

ner. She saw that the law was ho-

ly, just and good ; that she had bro-

ken it in innumerable instances ; that

God would be perfectly just, in her
condemnation. Her only plea was
mercy, through Jesus Christ. But
the distressed feelings of which she
was then the subject, gradually wore
away, leaving only some faint glim-

merings of hope.^ that her heart

was changed ; and even these were
transient as the morning cloud, or

the early dew." She did not say

that she had any hope ; but suck
was the change wrought in he)%

that her parents, and some of her
Christians friends, saw that the arm
of God was made bare for her sal-

vation, and cherished the hope,
that in due time it worjld be made
manifest to herself, that she was a

child of God. Her feelings for ma-
ny months, wer'* deeply interested

in religion, nor did she at any time
wholly lose the impressionsofwhich
she had been the happy subject.

Sometimes the affections of the

most devout Christian are chilled.

The soul is strangely indifferent te

the cause of Christ, and even to its

own felicity. The deceptive ob-

jects of the world, allure the believ-

er away from God. His privileges

cease to afford the happiness he
once found in them. His duties be-

come burdensome, and the eviden-

ces of an interest in Christ,which he
once possessed, are lost. Alas ! to

what changes, to what conflicts, are

the best ofmen exposed ! How com-
pletely inadequate are they to

their own safe keeping! Let us

cease then, to wonder that it is as

it often is, with the doubting, trem-
bling soul ! Mrs. P. retained an af-

fectionate regard for Christians,

and was sensible that religion is the

only thing which can make the soul

truly happy. But for many months,
the world shared too largely in her
affections, and its objects were pur-

sued with an avidity, which in her

retired, and more serious moments,
she heartily condemned.

During the winter of 181^, her

mind was much exercised on differ-
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cnt religious subjects. Among" oth-

ers, the doctrine of divine sov-

ereig-ntj in the election of »Tace,

particularly interested her feelings.

She was not opposed to the doc-

trine, but she could not comprehend
it ; she could not withhold her as-

sent to its truth, for she found it in

the Bible
;
though to her it was

enveloped in a cloud of mystery,

Her distressed feelings, arisinpf

from the perplexity in which she

found herself, induced her to con-

verse with some particular friends on

the subject. They endeavoured to

explain it, and possibly were some^

times impatient that she was so dull

to learn, or that she could not view
it in the same light with themselves.

Unquestionably it is as much' the

prerogative of the Holy Spirit to

lead the sinner into clear and dis-

criminating views of divine truth,

as it is to awaken him wliile deacl

in sin, to a sense of his danger, or

beget in his soul a thirst for the

waters of life. That which could

Rot be made to appear clear, and

consistent with the benevolence of

Deity to her view, by the light

which her friends had endeavoured
to throw upon the subject, was
made perfectly so by the teachings

of the Spirit of God. If the doc-,

trine of election be true, thought

Mrs. Phippen, my end, and all the

means which are to bring me to it,

are unalterably fixed. The effect

of this reflection was, to rouse her
from the stupor in which she had
been living—her soul was in deep
distress. It became a subject of

solemn concern with her, to know
if her peace was made with Goo.
Her distress continued for some
weeks—she frequently poured out
her soul to God in prayer, and un-

der an awful sense of her just dcr

serts, supplicated his divine mercy.
The Lord was gracious. He ap-

peared for her, and caused her to

Jiope in his name.
It was toward the close of the

winter, in the year 1812, that she
epoke publickly of the state of her
wind, and of the hope she had in

Jesus Christ. iVever, however, did

she speak on this subject with that

assurance which is observable iit

the conversation of some persons,
who appear to be more eminently
blessed of God with devout affec-

tions, and elevated joys. She ever
exercised a godly jealousy over her
own heart; for she knew it to be
"deceitful above all things, and des-

.

perately wicked." In conversing on
religious subjects, and particularly

on Christian experience, she was
ahvays cautious, sometimes perhaps
even to a fauU, lest she should go
beyond what she had actually ex-
perienced of the Lord's goodness
in her own soul j—and yet to her
most intimate friends, she wouitl
open her whole heart, and toll them
her joys and sorrows— the reasons
of her fears, and the ground of her
hope ;—a hope she had, which was
more precious to her than worlds.

Mrs. Phippen was married in the
autumn of 1812. She made a pub-
lie profession of religion in the sum-
mer of 1816, and at the same time,
joined the Baptist church in th^e

city of Middletown, of which her
husband was then Pastor. She
continued her relation with this

church, until her removal to Lynn ;

when she connected herself with
the Baptist church in that place.

The numerous concerns of an
increasing family so much engross-

ed her attention, that she did not
keep a regular diary of her reli-

gious exercises. On detached pa-

pers, however, she frequently pen-
ned her thoughts, and sometimes
wrote her feelings at full length ;

and in letters to her friends, she
would ol'ten mention the dealings of
God with her soul.

It may not be uninteresting to

the reader of this article, to see a

few extracts from her papers and
letters.

The following is from a letter to

a sister, dated Nov. 181G.

I fear, and 1 have reason to

fear, my dear sister, that 1 am not
suihciently humbled under the
blessings and privileges- 1 enjoy ^
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but' at times, I think, if I am not de-

ceived, I have meat to eat that the

world knows not cf, and hope I am
enabled to give God the glory. I

never knew Mr. P. more engaged
than he is at present. His preach-

ing is very solemn. O pray with

me for him, that he may be
strengthened, and ever be found
faithful in the great work in which
he is engaged...., Religion, my
dear sister, is of the first import-

ance. Let me entreat you to be
engaged in it. Though I am too

stupid, I hope I can say in the dark-

est hours,

" My soul doth wish mount Zion well,

Whate'er becomes of me."

I hope all our Christian friends in

Middletown will be more engaged
than they have been, be up and do-

ing, working while the day lasts,

for the night will shortly come in

which no man can work. I do

wish the sisters there, would have

a stated prayer-meeting once a

week. Hope you, and , will

make it a point to attend. If the el-

der sisters don't feel the immediate

importance of it, do meet by your-

selves. You all profess to have a

hope in Christ. He has promised

that where two or three are met
in his name, he is in the midst of

them, and will bless them. I think

of you, and trust I am enabled to

look to the Father of all good, to

send you a blessing."

Jan. 1st, 1817, she thus writes.

This day commences another year.

Have renewedly given myself up
to God. O may ! live more than

ever devoted to that Being whom I

profess to love !

Jan. 4th. I have just entered

my 23d year. O how little have I

done for God the past year ! how
little engaged have I been in his

service. I have a wretched, wan-
dering heart and mind ! O that I

might mourn over them, as God re-

quires, and have that repentance

which is unto life, which needeth

BOt to be repented of I

Jan. 5th. May this day's oppor-
tunity make a solemn impression on
my mind. Unworthy as I am, I

have been privileged with meeting
with the people of Go», and have
been permitted to meet at the table

of the Lord. The season was sol-

emn and affecting; but alas! my
stupidity and coldness,rob me of my
comfort. "O Lord, search me, and
know my heart, try me, and know
my thoughts, and see if there is any
evil way in me, and lead me in th«

way everlasting."

Jan. 25. I fear that God has giv*

en me over to hardness of heart,

and blindness of mind. O that the

Lord would again appear precious

to my soul, and once more cause my
heart to rejoice.

Jan. 26. Expect to go to the

house of prayer this afternoon—

-

may I go with a praying heart. I

sometimes say, " O that my head
were waters, and mine eyes a foun-

tain of tears, that 1 might weep
day and night," for my own sins,

and for the sins of my fel low-crea^

tures.

For some years, the Baptist

church in Middletown, North Par-

ish, or as it is commonly called. Up-
per Houses, had been destitute of

stated preaching; in consequence of

w hich,the society had become much
scattered, and the church was in a

low and declining state. In the fall

of 1816, the few remaining breth-

ren and sisters exerted themselves

to obtain a preached gospel. They
soon succeeded in their wishes,

and were again favoured with the

stated ministry of the word. On
this subject, in a letter to her
mother, dated January 26, 1817,

Mrs. Phippen writes as follows

:

To expect a blessing. Christians

ought to be much engaged in pra}'-

er, and let mc, my dear mother,

though I am but a child, entreat you
and our dear Christian friends, to

be earnest in your supplications for

your minister, that a blessing may
attend his labours. Ministers are

but earthen vessels. Let us think

a moment on the great, the solemn
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charge they have committed to

them. They are to clear their

skirts of tlie blood of souls ! How
much they need our prayers, that

they may be supported and strength'

ened in their great work. The ef-

fectual fervent prayerof a righteous

man availeth much. Blessed prom-
ise indeed! what encouragement
Christians hav€ to pray !

In the Autumn of 1816, she

wrote to her sister as follows :

We cannot depend much upon
temporal prosperity. We have
been taught, or have experienc-

ed enough to teach us, that hap-

piness does not consist in riches

or honour. Let us then, my dear

sister, examine ourselves, and pray

the Lord to give us hearts to

make a right improvement of what
we receive. We know it comes
from him who is too wise to err, and

too good to be unkind. I cannot say,

sister Julia, thai I enjoy at all times,

what is most to be desired. The
hardness and ingratitude ofmy heart

are so great, and I am so prone

to give way to natural feelings,

and propensities, that I am often-

times afraid to indulge the hope
that I have ever been renewed by
the grace of God. If I am a Chris-

tian, surely I am the least of all.

As the foregoing extracts are a

sample of Mrs. Phippen's religious

feelings, it will be readily perceiv-

ed, that her joys were not of the

rapturous kind, but she was not a

stranger to solid peace of mind.

She built her hopes of salvation

exclusively on the merits of the

crucified Son of God, and in the be-

lief of the great doctrine of the

Christian Religion, she was firmly

established.

For some months previous to the

sickness which terminated in her
death, her health was peculiarly

delicate, and it is highly probable
she had apprehensions, that she
should shortly close her mortal
existence. Those apprehensions,
however, if she was the subject

£)f them, were secreted in her
own breast. During the period

above mentioned, she expressed

strong confidence in her Redeem-
er. On him she cast her cares,

humbly hoping that he cared for

her. She was unusually happy
in religion, and her soul was fiaily

preserved in a praying frame, iler

closet witnessed the fervency of

her devotions when alone, and
when she had collected her belov-

ed babes around her. Nor was her

dearest earthly friend a stranger lo

those sweet seasons, when in unioo

with him, *=hG poured out her soul

to God. Thus was tiie Lord pre-

paring his servaot for the hour of

trial.

For more than a week after the

birth of her fourth child, she ap-

peared to be regaining her health.

A relaspe, however, ensued, which
blasted her own, and the prospects

of her friends. She languished for

about six v/eeks, and on Wednesday
the 3d of Sept. 1817, she closed

her eyes on all mortal things, and

as is humbly hoped, entered into

the joy of her Lord. The follou^-

ing Friday, her remains were con-

veyed to the grave ; and on Loed's

day, Sept. 7, Rev. Mr. Bolles, of

Salem, preached a funeral sermon

from Job. xiv. 14.

Through all her sickness, the

subject of this memoir exhibited no
ordinary degree of patience and

resignation to the will ofGod. For
many days previous to her death,

she was sensible she could not live.

She most tenderly loved her family,^

but was enabled to commit them to

the care of the great Shepherd of

Israel. What most troubled her,

was a fear that she should be left to

murmur against the Lord ; but from
this it is confidently believed she

was preserved ; for not a murmur-
ing word was heard to escape

her lips during the whole of

her sickness. She was calm, and

willing that the Lord's will re-

specting her should be done, while

she lifted up her desires to him for

strength equal to her day. The
Loud was gracious to her in pre-

serving her reason te the last, so
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that she knew her friends, thoiij^h

throug-h extreme weakness, she

was unable to converse with them
for some days before her death.

Thus closed the short and valued

life of a dear and most affectionate

companion and friend. This me-
moir is written as a monument of

the Lord's goodness to her soul,

and vyith a desire that it may be
beneficial to others.

Bclisiousi Communications*

For the American Baptist Magazine,

COMMUNION WITH GOD.

[Concluded fron

Co>rr.iuNTON with God will make
us patient in troubles. How admir-

able was the language of Job in

the hour of affliction 1 The Lord

gave, and the Lord hath taken

away ; blessed be the name of

the Lord." What must have been

his feelings when he uttered such

sentiments ! Must he not have

had communion with God ? must he

nothave been taughtby experience,

that his troubles were the correc-

tions of a Father?

The pious man, when he has not

for some time enjoyed communion
with God, will feel uneasy in his af-

flictions; he will be disposed to

think that all these things are against

him ; but when he communes with

God, he has such sweet experience

of his love and goedness, he is so di-

vinely supported, that he feels pa-

tient and resigned to the will of his

heavenly Father,and sometimes can

even rejoice in tribulation and dis-

tresses.

Communion with God will pro-

duce an indifference to the world.

This idea is expressed in strong lan-

guage by the apostle Paul ; The
world is crucified unto me, and I

unto the world." Gal. vi. 14. ''I

count all things but loss for the ex-

cellency ofthe knowledge of Christ

Jesus my Lord ; for whom I have
suffered the loss of all things." Phil,

iii. 8. This is, indeed, a very

last Number.]

great attainment, to which but few
Christians arrive ; for there is rea-

son to fear, that too many are alive

to the world, and have but a little of

that holy indifference to it, which
was expressed by this apostle.

Deadness to the world cannot be ob-

tained without communion withGod.
It is this which leads us to see the

vanity and emptiness of all things

here below ; it is this which con-

vinces us of the superior pleasures

of religion ; it is this which gives

us a foretaste of heavenly joys ;

compared with which, the world
with all its charms is but a bubble

or a shadow, too insignificant to en-

gage our attention.

Communion with God produces
fortitude in the hour of danger.

Whatever difficulties or dangers

arc before us, if we find that God
is near, if we can ask of him direc-

tion how we ought to walk, and if

he is pleased to instruct us, and di-

rect us, we shall fear no evil;

though we walk through the dark

valley of the shadow of death, hav-

ing God for our companion, we shall

march fearless on, with minds per-

fectly composed "though death and

hell obstruct the way."
By communing with God, we may

do the most good to our fellow-men.

We shall be the more likely to con-

sider their situation, both as to their

temporal and spiritual concerns ; t<>
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rvonsiiler tho duty of aasisting: thnm
by all means in oiir power ; and it

is the more probable, that we shall

he directed to use those means^

which may be blessed of God for

their s^ood. The less Christians

have communion with God, the

more indilVerent tl>ey are about the

everlasting^ interest of their fellow-

men ; but when they enjoy daily

converse with him, they feel with

the apostle Paul, a great heaviness

und continual sorrow of heart, for

the salvation of their friends and

mankind in geaeral.

By communing with God, we
shall be able to glorify him in the

best maor.er. We shall be most

likely to know his will ; to be direct-

ed in the j)ath of duty ; to receive

strength equal to our day ; to b^

kept from the paths of sin ; to be
supported in the hour of tempta-

tion; and to live in alJ respects in

?uch a manner, that others seeing

o\;r good works, may glorify our

Father who is in heaven. This is

of itself, a sufficient motive to in-

duce us to seek, by every possible

means, to enjoy daily communion
with God.

If Christians wish, however, to

obtaii) this desirable object, which
conduces so much to their own hap-

piness and to the glory of God, they

must avoid those things which have
a tendency to withdr:iw from them
his favourable presence. They
should guard against aU immorality

of conduct. God will not siitTer sin

in his people to go unpunished, or

visit them with the communications
of his love, while they without
repentance, indulge then>selves in

sin. When David had backslidden,

he appears to have bad no commun-
ion with God, as in days that were
past, when some of his pious psalms
were composed. So Christians

have found it in every age ; when
their conduct displeases God, he
hides his face ; he leaves them in

darkness, and never grants them
any manifestation of his love, till

they repent, and return, and seek
his face. Any unholy desires or

sinful passions, however secreted

in the heart, will have the same ef-

fect. God looks at the heart; he

requires truth in the inward parts

;

he cannot be deceived ; and even if

those secret sins should remain un-

observed by Christians in their own
hearts, they will elTectually stop

their blessed intercourse with God.

The vain pleasures and amuse-

ments of the world have a similar

effect. It is a very difBcult ques-

tion to decide how far Christians

may go, in their conformity to the

world, without otiending God, Eut
a very pious man will not feel dis-

posed to go as far as he can,any more
than a very prudent man would
venture to the brink of a danger-

ous precipice. To keep at a dis-

tance would be safe and prudent.

One step too far would be fatal;

and one step too far in the pleasures

of the world, will prevent commu-
nion with God.

The business and care* of life,

when they occupy too much of the

attention of Christians, have the

same eiTect. The cares of this life,

says the Saviour, sometimes hinder

the word of the kingdom, sown ir5

the sinner's heart, from briiiging

forth fruit ; and it is easy to con-
ceive, that the business and care^^

of this world may hinder the be-

liever from having communion witl-j

God. ISo one can serve God and
Mammon. Religion and the worW
cannot be xippermos-t in the Chris-

tian's heart. If he wis'hcs to enjoy

communion with God, he must liv -

above the world v*hile he is in it.

The neglect of prayer and read-

ing the Scriptures, or the perform-
ance of these duties in a careles'-;

manner, will interrupt communioR
with God. He requires to be v.or-

sbipped in sincerity and truth ; he
abhors the service of the lips

only, and Irowns even upon his chit-

dvon when such sacrifices are pre-

sented.

What a n-ondcr it is, that God
should condescend to hold commun-
ion with mortals 1 The Psalmist

exclaimed, hord, what is m.ar>.
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that tiioii art inindful of him, and

the son of man, that thou shouldst

visit l>im." How insignificant is a

worm of the dust when compared
withthe infinite Jehovah! He needs

not our services; he stoops to re-

ceive the praises of angels ! and yet

he regards us, feeble clay ! he con-

descends to converse, and even to

reason with us ! he admits us to an

intimacy with him ! he allows us to

tell him of our sorrows and our

griets ! he comforts, supports and

encourages us as a faithful and affec-

tionate friend ! How highly we
ought to value his friendship ! how
anxious we should be to have daily

communion with God ! This is all

our happiness and all our desire

!

But how careless many Christians

are respecting communion with

God! how often they suffer inter-

ruptions ! how often they walk
without the light of God's counte-

nance ! and how often they fall into

sin and temptation in consequence

of their neglect and carelessness!

What is heaven? It is communion
with God.

«*Not all the harps above.

Could make a heavenly place;

If God his residence remove,
Or but conceal his face."

The happiness arising from com-
munion with God on earth, is un-

doubtedly of the same nature with

that in heaven. The difference

will be in degree. Though it is

not possible for us to conceive of

the employment of departed saints,

yet it is reasonable to conclude that

it will consist in beholding God, in

an increasiog knowledge of his

character, in conformity to his will,

and in constant communion with
God. Gaius.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF CHILDREN.

[Concluded from last Number.]

4. Consider the consequences
that may flow from a neglect of this

duty.

Notwithstanding your sinful omis-
sion, your children vz/ay Reconvert-
ed ; or they may become good
members ofsociety: but should they
follow the suggestions of a corrupt
heart, and involve themselves in

wretchedness, you will suffer most
severely in their sufferings ; if they
die without a good hope through
grace, must you not charge your-
selves as the accessaries to their

eternal death ? If the watchman,
who neglects to warn the people of
the approaching enem}', is account-

ed^uilty of th«ir blood, is that par-

ent guiltless who employs not stren-

uous efforts, that his children may
escape the wrath to dome? Can
one who possesses natutal affection

deliberately resolve, as far as in him
lies, to do nothing to prevent his

child from dying impenitent—from
standing on the left hand of the
Judge—from dwelling in "ever-
lasting burnings ?" But is not this

implied in an habitual violation of
this part of the divine command ?

To negligent parents, the language
of God respecting Eli (1 Sam. iii.

1 1— 15.) speaks in accents of thun-

der. I would entreat those who
are placed at the head of families,

most seriously io reflect on the his-

tory of that sinfully indulgent fath-

er ; and as they would avoid his dis-

tress and punishment, let them avoid
his crime.

5. The word of God expressly

commands parents religiously to ed-

ucate their offspring.

1. Gen. xviii. 19. Speaking of
Abraham, the Lord says, " For I

know him, that he will command his

children, and his household after

him, and they shall keep the way
of the Lord, to do justice and judg-
ment: that the Lord may bring

upon Abraham that which he hath

spoken of him." In this passage

of Scripture, there are several

things worthy of notice. God com-

mends the conduct of the patriarch

towards his childi^en and house-

hold : and God commends nothing

which is not really worthy of his

approbation. Abraham commanded

9
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his family ; for their g^ood he made
use of that authority, which as a

master of a family was intrusted

to him. It is easy to preceive how
contrary this procedure was to the

languag-e of many, who affirm, that

in attending to the religious educa-

tion of the young no restraint ought

to he employed. How far the au-

thority intrusted to a parent ought

to be exercised, is a question on the

discussion of which I am unwilling

at present to enter: but that he
possesses such power is most evi-

dent. The connexion between his

commanding his children and house-

hold and their keeping the way of

the Lord, ought not to pass unno-

ticed.

Abraham not only attended to the

spiritual welfare of his children,

but his whole household were re-

garded ; and masters of families are

under obligations to watch over the

souls of all that are under their

roof

2. Deut. iv. 9. Only take heed
to thyself, and keep thy soul dili-

gently, lest thou forget the things

which thine eyes have seen, and

lest they depart from thy heart all

the days of thy life ; but teach

them thy sons, and thy sons' sons."

In the Gth and 11th chapter of the

same book, similar directions are

given.

3. Proverbs xxii. 6. '* Train

up a child in the way he should go
;

and when he is old, he will not de-

part from it." When children

are instructed from infancy in the

truths and ways of God ; when
they are inured to submission, in-

dustry, and the government of their

passions ; when they are restrained

and corrected, with a due mixture
of firmness and affection ; when
they are trained up, as soldiers are

disciplined to handle their arms,

endure hardship, keep their ranks
and obey orders ; and when all is

enforced by good examples set be-

fore them, and constant prayers
made for and with them

;
they

generally retain the early impress-

ion even to old age.—But a way
Vol. I. 41

of talking to children about reli-

gion, while they J(re left to con-
tract bad habits, and to indulge

wayward tempers ; and whilst they
see little or notliinsr of the tenden-
cy of the gospel in the conduct of
their parents or teachers, is very
different from this nurture and
admonition of the Lord ;" and often
leaves a rooted prejudice in the
mind against those truths, of which
they heard much, but perceived
no good effects." Scott.

4. Eph. vi. 4. Ye lathers, pro-
voke not your children to wrath

;

but bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord.

Other Scriptures might have been
adduced, but these are sufficient.

To comprise in a few words what
has been said on this part of the sub-

ject. If parents have any affection

for their children, if they sincerely

desire that they may escape the
miseries of hell, and enjoy the hap-
piness of heaven, if they have any
regard to the authority of the Bible,

let them attend to the religious ed-

ucation of their children.

But against the duty which has
been inculcated, objections are ur-

ged.

It has been said, " Parents cannot
convert their children." True;
and this is not enjoined upon them.
But shall they refuse to employ the
means put in their power, because
to God belong* the prerogative of
rendering them efficacious?

It has been objected ;
" Such in-

struction will render those who re-

ceive it selfrighteous." But the
abuse of a thing is noi a fair argu-

ment against the use of it. It is ad-

mitled that this effect has sometimes
been produced ; but will that ex-

cuse the parent from his duty ? Be-

sides, it should be his aim to avoid

the errors into which others are

fallen, and to conduct his instruc-

tions in such a manner as to oppose
self-righteousness.

It has been said ;
" It is selfish to

feel so much solicitude for the con-

version of one's own children."

Would to God that such selfishness
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was more pre vaiisn t. There is but
little danger of feeling too great
anxiety; your fear should be entire-

ly, lest you should have too little

concern. The fact is, he that most
ardently desires the salvation of his

own family is the man who will

pray fervently for the salvation of
others.

Again it has been said—but away
with these objections. The duty
is so manifestly enjoined that it is

needless to answer all the cavils of
him who is indisposed to perform it.

It is not from scruples of a correct

conscience that this command of

GrbD is violated. The great cause

of this neglect, not to mention infe-

rior ones, is the depravity of the

heart, manifesting itself in the forms

of spiritual sloth, criminal indiffer-

ence to eternal objects, unconcern
as regards the future well being of

the individuals around us. This
uncencern, the parent may deceive

himself by calling reconciliation to

the will of God. But should his

child be seized with some dan-

gerous complaint, he would not

exhibit this apathy. His counte-

nance and his actions would plain-

ly indicate that he desired its re-

/ covery. O that his actions would
indicate his desire, that spiritual

health might be imparted to his

child by the Physician of souls.

Let the parent think of eternity,

and then let him ask, whether any

labours or exertions can be too

great, the object of which is to pre-

vent that eternity from being to his

children an endless continuance in

misery ?

To the writer of these remarks,

it is a cause of regret that he has

not more powerfully enforced the

important duty, on which he has

written ; he hopes that some abler

pen will be employed on this sub-

ject. It is his desire that the Spi-

rit of God may impress with divine

energy on the minds of parents, the

solemn obligations they are under

to those committed to their care.

Tabok.

For the American Baptist Magazine.

ON AN EVIL HEART OF UNBELIEF.

We have frequent opportunities
to read elaborate refutations of the
opinions of formal unbelievers, or
j)rofessed infidels; these are prob-
ably highly beneficial to the cause
of religion ; but no doubt, many
persons suppose themselves very
good Christians, because they pro-
fess a belief of the Bible; although
neither their hearts nor lives are
conformed to its requirements.
Infidelity of opinion is indeed bad

;

it is the fruit and evidence of a very,

depraved and indurated heart;
and almost uniformly attended
with a stubborn inflexibility of
mind, which 3'ields to no religious

impressions : The conscience, as St.

Paul expresses it, being seared as

with a hot iron. Infidelity of the
heart, even in those who probably
would be shocked at the idea of
renouncing the Bible, or question-

ing its divine origin, is in many
respects equally bad and danger-
ous, and draws after it a train or
consequences equally fatal. The
Apostle in writing to the Hebrews,
of whose strong propensity to

unbelief he had but too many mel-
ancholy proofs, warns them of this

dangerous inmate, in the strong

and pathetick language dictated by
his warm zeal for the glory of
God, and the interest of the Re-
deemer's kingdom ; as well as his

pure and unaffected love for his

brethren, his kinsmen according to

the flesh : Takie heed, brethren,

lest there be, in any of you, an
evil heart of unbelief, in departing

from the living God. In the view
of the inspired and experienced
Apostle, an nnbelieving heart is to-

be accounted an evil heart. It is so

in a very eminent degree, and in

the fullest sense. It is an evil

heart, because it is in opposition to

God. It is also the exercise of a

carnal mind, which is enmity to

God, not subject to his law, nei-

iher indeed can be. St. John as-
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siires us, that God is light, and in

him there is no darkness at all.

But an unbelieving heart, perverse-

ly and basely prefers darkness to

light. So said our Saviour to the

unbelieving Jews, and of course to

all other unbelievers. This is the

condemnation, that light is come in-

to the w orld ; and men loved dark-

ness rather than light. If unbe-

.lief was the effect of any natural

and unavoidable defect of the un-

derstanding, or the want of suffi-

cient light and evidence in the gos-

pel ; the unbeliever would *be fur-

nished with an excuse : but a prin-

ciple of fixed enmity and disaffec-

tion to the infinite source of good-

Tiess and excellence, admits of no

excuse. To be opposed to God, is

to take sides with the grand enemy
of all goodness, and to lend our in-

ifluence, and exert all the powers we
possess in opposition to the peace

and felicity ofthe rational universe.

Surely a heart capable of all this,

is an evil heart. But an unbeliev-

ing heart does all this, and more.

It is not only opposed to God's

general character, but is utterly op-

posed to some of the brightest and

dearest perfections of the divine

nature. Truth is an essential attri-

bute of Deity. It is essential to his

nature and glory, and is the funda-

mental ground of the happiness of

all holy beings. Indeed, without

it, he would be unworthy of confi-

dence, and unfit to govern the uni-

verse. He could no longer be es-

timated a proper object of adora-

tion, or source of rational happi-

ness.

To deny the truth of God, big

it is with impiety, blasphemy,
and atheism, is the very crime, or

rather complication of crimes, of

which every unbelieving heart is

l^uilty. He that believeth not, hath

•made God a liar ; because he be-

lieveth not the record God hath

^iven concerning his Sou. It fol-

lows, that an unbelieving heart is

.opposed to the mercy of God, as

revealed in the Gospel. Tlie tes-

timony of God, conceruing his

Son, is, that he came into the

world to save sinners—That he is

the propitiation for our sins—Our
advocate with the Father—The
Mediator between God and man

;—and that there is no other name,
by which we can be saved.

—

Through the merit of the Son of

God, salvation is freely proposed to

sinners ; who are generally.invited

to come, without money or price.

—The Divine Being, in infinite

mercy, even condescends to expos-

tulate and entreat
;

saying, Turn
ye, turn ye, why will ye die ? O
house of Israel. But the unbe-
liever proudly and disdainfully re-

jects, and tramples under foot, all

this boundless grace and good-
ness. Is it not, then, evident, that

an unbelieving heart, is an evil

heart?

It is equally true, that the unbe-
liever is opposed to the wisdom of
God. The manifold wisdom of
God, is displayed in the Gospel

.

St. Paul celebrates it, as the depth
of the riches, both of the wisdom
and goodness of God. Angelick
minds are lost in wonder, when
contemplating the infinite display

of divine wisdom, manifested in

the scheme of salvation by Jesus
Christ.—The justice of God satis-

fied—the law ofGod honoured—the
mercy of God displayed

; and vile

sinners, the recreant race of apos-

tate Adam, saved; and all this, by
the death of the Son of God ! Sure-
ly this will fill all heaven with accla-

mations of praise, and furnish mat-
ter for an eternal anthem, of Glory
to God in the highest, among the
seraphick choirs above. Yetj
strange and unaccountable as it is,

the unbeliever despises this won-
derful display of divine wisdom,
and mercy, and prefers his own
consummate folly and madness, and
leans to his awn brutish and mis-
guided understanding, rather than
confide in the wisdom of God, wl)o
is the origin of intelligence. He
that formed the eye. shall hp net
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see ? He that planted the ear, shall

he not hear? He that gave to man
understanding, shall he not know ?

If it needed any further proof to

convict the criminal, and evince,

beyond the possibility of reasona-
ble dispute, that an unbelieving
heart is an evil heart, we have it

in the justice of God. Shall not
the Judge of the whole earth do
right ? Is God unrighteous who
taketh vengeance? God forbid.

God will neither punish nor threat-

en to punish without sufficient de-

merit in the subject; yet the mer-
ciful Jesus, who was perfectly ac-

quainted with the method of the
divine administration, denounces
damnation upon the unbeliever.

Indeed he assures us, that he that

believeth not is condemned al-

ready, and that the wrath of God
abideth on him.

Finally, to sum up the whole, a
heart ofunbeliefisin astate ofdepar-

turefrom the living God. They that

are far off from God perish. This
is the unhappy state of every unbe-
liever. He forsakes the fountain

of living water, and hews out brok-
en cisterns, which can hold no wa-
ter. The language of the believ-

ing heart is expressed by David
in the sweet strains of devotion and
gratitude : How excellent is thy
loving-kindness, O God ! therefore

the children of men put their

trust under the shadow of thy
wings. They shall be abundantly
satisfied with the fatness of thy
house ; and thou shalt make them
drink of the river of thy pleas-

ures. For with thee is the foun-

tain of life ; in thy light shall we
see light. So far is the unbelieving
heart from any relish for those
sublime pleasures, that it is charg-
ed by the inspired writer, of say-

ing unto the Almighty, Depart from
us, for we dc^re not the knowl-
edge of thy ways. To the believ-

er, the ways of wisdom are ways
of pleasantness ; and all her paths
are peace. They are not so to the
Mnbeliever, the genuine language

of his heart is : It is vain to serve
God : and what profit is it that we
have kept his ordinance, and that

we have walked mournfully before
the Lord of hosts ? To the believ-

er, Christ is precious.—To the un-
believer, he is a stone of stum-
bling and rock of offence.—The
believer says to Christ, To whom
shall we go ? thou hast the words
of eternal life.—The unbeliever
says of Christ, He is a Samaritan,
and hath a devil

;
why hear ye

him ? The believer sees him as the
only begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth, and receives of
his fulness and grace for grace.

—

The unbeliever views him as a
root out of a dry ground, having
no form nor comeliness ; and pos-
sessing nothing desirable. Such is

the perverse and wicked temper
of an unbelieving heart. It is op-

posed to God, opposed to Christ,

opposed to all holy beings—to the

happiness of the rational universe,

and even to the best and only real

happiness of the person who pos-

sesses it. If such a heart be not

evil, it is impossible to conceive of
any thing which is so.

Professors of religion should be
extremely careful, that they do not

live and act under the baneful in-

fluence of this dangerous princi-

ple. Keep your hearts with all

diligence ; for out of them are

the issues of life. Such as are not

professors, ought to be convinced,

that it is by no means so innocent,

as they have been prone to imagine,

to live in a state of unbelief : let

them hear and tremble at the sol-

emn declaration : He that believeth

not^ shall be damned.

Philologos.

ANECDOTE.

To decline a Duel^ is considered a

mark of Cowardice.

CoL. Gardmer was once challeng-

ed, and declined. His reply was,
" I am afraid of sinning—you know
I am not afraid of fighting."

—

Qtie-

ry. Was Col. G. a coward ?
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AMERICAN BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSION.

Extract of a Letterfrom Rev. George H. Hough, dated Rangoon^ Feb. 20,

1817, to the Rev. Mr. Benedict.

Very dear Brother,

I COULD not, before I came here,

form any idea, how my lime would

be occupied alter I should become
engaged in the work for which 1

came hither, and therefore made

promises to write more, and often-

er than 1 fear 1 shall be able to do.

1 often think, how happy 1 should

be, could I step into your house, or

you into ours^ and spend a few

hours in telling you all my mind,

how I feel, and what I want should

be done for these miserable Bur-

mans ; but while this pleasure is

denied me, there is a hope constant-

ly administering to my mind a

sweet consolation, that we shall

see each other in a better house

not made with hands.^'' Such a hope

as this 1 would not exchange for

any consideration
;
no, not even for

the felicity ofmeeting all my friends

again in this world.

Since I have been here, I have

felt in a good degree assured that

I am in the path of duty. 1 am in

a work, with which my soul is

delighted. My spiritual enjoy-

ments seem much to have increa-

sed, and 1 am enabled to look for-

ward with an increased confidence

to the end of this, and to another

existence. 1 am not, however,/ree
from a state of uncertainty on the

subject of my own salvation
;

yet
on self-examination, my heart ap-

pears to have its hold on divine

truth strengthened; and surrounded
with objects of human kind in a
most lamentable state of religious

debasement, it is impossible for me
not to esteem the precious gospel
of the grace of God as the richest

source of sacred consolation.

I can say truly, I had no idea of

a state of heathenism before 1 saw
it. A warm-hearted Christian in

America, would think that a poor
miserable idolater would leap for

joy at the message of grace. But
it IS not so in Burmah :

" Here Satan binds their captive minds
Fast in his slavish chains.**

The few with whom brother Jud-

son has conversed since I have
been here appear inaccessible to

truth. They sit unaffected, and

go away unimpressed with what
they have heard. They are un-

convinced by argument, and un-

moved by love ; and the conversion

of a Burman, or even the excite-

ment of a thought towards the truth,

must and will be a sovereign act of

divine power. We long to see that

act of power displayed ; even one
instance would fill us with joy.

Heretofore this Mission has been
in a confused state, and although

it has existed for more than eight

years, it has not been the means of

inducing a single Burman to for-

sake his idolatry and turn to the

Lord. The missionaries have been,

from various causes, transient res-

idents here. They first settled un-

der the cloak of being preachers

to the English, and it was by this

means that permission was obtain-

ed from government to build a

church," in other words, a mission-

house ; and instead of appearing to

the Burmans in the character of

missionaries, or known by them as

such, they have been considered as

standing in a very different relation

towards them. There is no reason to

suppose, that their or our object in



comiDg h^re is kaown to but very

lew individuals. Brother Judson

entering the mission while in this

iState, is now considered to be, and

<:alled, the English Teacher^ and

this, 1 presume, so far as I am
known among the Burmans, is the

case with myself, although there

are no more than two resident En-
glishmen in the plac«. Such a sit-

uation is to us extremely irksome,

more especially so when we see

no reason why our real character

and intention should be concealed.

Undoubtedly a plain path would at

first have been pursued with the

greater facility, and it will be the

best for us, finding owrselves out, to

turn into it. We are deliberating

what measures in this case ought

to be adopted, and how we can

most eflectually remove wrong
impressions and instamp new ones.

We wish to be considered Ameri-

cans and Missionaries. Although

the natural operation of events

would in time disclose the whole,

jet we think it may prudently be

assisted, by the aid of a change of

dress, and a removal from our pres-

ent situation to some other near or

in the town, where we should be

more conversant with the Burmans.

May the Lord direct us in this

thing.

Brother Judson has never yet

been abroad to preach. He has

applied himself constantly to the

«tudy of the language, with a view

to the translation of the New Tes-

tament. We both concur in the

opinion, that before preaching be

undertaken to any considerable de-

gree, some portion of the Scrip-

tures should be in circulation. The
Burmans, when any thing is said to

them on the subject of divine truth,

inquire for otir Holy Books ; and

it is a pleasing fact, that scarcelv a

Burman, with the exception of fe-

males, is incapable of reading. Be-

sides, during the progress of trans-

lation, many theological terms, ap-

propriate to the dilTerent branches

«f doctrine, may be familiarly ac-

quired, and their use established,

which without much consideration

might be erroneously emplo3'ed,

and thus wrong ideas conveyed.
Having, therefore, press and types

here, we cannot conscientiously

withhold from this people the pre-

cious oracles of God. This opin-

ion has influenced us to issue, as

soon as preparations could possibly

be made, two small tracts, one a

summary of Christian doctrine, and
the other a <:atechism ; the one I

was enabled to print the latter part
of the last, and the other the first

of the present month; a copy of
each 1 send you. By thehi you
will see how much we need a
new fount of types ^ many of
the letters are almost illegible.

These two little tracts are the first

printing ever done in Burmah, and
it is a fact grateful to every Chris-
tian feeling, that God has reserved
the introduction of this art here/or
his o-a-'/i use.

We are now printing an edition

of 500 of Matthew, brother Judson
having commenced the translation

the first of this month. We are
calculating, should means be afford-

edus from home or elsewhere, and
the Lord preserve us from inter-

ruptions, that besides the edition

of bOO of Matthew, at the end of
three years from this time, to give
the whole N« w-Testament to the
Burmans, to the number perhaps of
3 or 5000, on which of the two we
are not decided. Such an event is

a long while before us ; but we are
not enabled to act with vigour and
dispatch. We are destitute of
money and fellow-labourers. The
expense of an edition of 5000 Tes-
taments we hope will not discourage

our brethren at home. The vol-

ume will contain at least 850 pa-

ges, or 107 half sheets, large 8vo.

The constrdction of the Burman
idiom swells it to this enormous
bulk. The paper and a new fount

of types for this edition will cost

at least 3000 dollars ; the wages of

two pressmen (expecting myself
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to set the tjrpes) will amount to

4'50 dollars ; the expense of folding"

and binding, which I have set at

the very cheap rate of 20 dollars,

will reach the sum of 1000 dollars

;

other incidental charj^es are not

brought within the scope of this

calculation. Wc have but little

doubt of our brethren in America
co-operating with us in so great

and important a work. Here are^

17,000,000 of souUi, "having no
iiope, and without God in the

world;" 4,000,000 of whom- can

probably read the Scriptures, were
they in possession of them.

Having been hitherto employed
for the most part ot the time in

the printinsr-office, it has been
impossible for me to make those

advances towards an attainment of

the language thatl have desired, and
that otherwise would have beenthe
case. While my progress is nec-
essarily slow in acquiring the lan-

guage, I am comforted under the

reffection, that my employment is

of that kind which will rather as-

sist, than retard my advance, and
that without two or three years'

study, I can be instrumental in con-

veying the knowledge of everlast-

ing life to the Burmans. I am now
thankful for that divine direction

of my earlier years, which placed

me in my honoured father's office,

to acquire knowledge of a business,

which it was impossible for me
then to imagine, would be applied

to that use, in which 1 hope it is,

on the other side of the globe

amongst the heathen.

On the subject of the religion of

the Burmans I can now say but lit-

tle. As they all believe in the

transmigration of the soul, so their

expectations of promotion in their

next state of existence, are raised

according to their deeds of merit,

and they judge of a person's prior

existence by his situation in thi?.

in their system of religion, there

are Jive cardinal prohibitions ; viz.

not to drink spirituous liquors, not to

steal, not ^o take the life of anv

creature, not to lie, not to commit
adultery

; but these have but little

infiuence on the minds of the peo-
ple. It cannot be properly said
that they believe in a God, who
governs all things Their most
exalted and venerable beings are
those who have arrived to a state of
nonexistence oreternaIsleep,which
is their happy state, and the grand
desideratum of all. They now live

under the dispensaiion of Gaudaraa,.
who, on account of his great wis-

dom anil virtues, after havingJived
in all the possible shapes of exist-

ence, died, and was deified, or felJ

asleep no more to awake. The coun-
try is full of pagodas containing his

images, which are of prodigious

size, and by them he is represented
in a sitting posture, the knees turn-

ed outwards, and the feet brought
so far inwards, as that the legs cross

each other
;
by some of them, how-

ever, he is represented in his sup-

posed present state, lying upon his-

side a.^leepw Many of their pagodas
and images are covered with gold
leaf The Burmans consider the
world to be eternal, and that there
is a fixed order of things. Thej
believe, that for good works a per-

son will be rewarded in his next
state of existence, and that this re-

ward will conie by a necessary

course of events. Those whose
deeds are evil, on the contrary will*

be degraded, and if exceeding^ly

wicked, will be sent to hell, or a

place ofpunishment, to suffer more
or less according to the nature ot""

their crimes. The priests live by
the voluntary contributions of the

people, without labour, and in a

state of celibacy, considering it al-

most an unholy act, or at least, an

unbecoming vagrancy of the eye, if

they look upon a woman. They
go with their heads shaven and

bare, and their dress is a yellow

cloth tied round their middle, and

then thrown over their shoulders.

Their first business in the morning
is to traverse the streets with their

rice PGtr. *o receive the- freo v;j\i
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offerings of the people, which af-

fords them their daily sustenance ;

they then commit to memory and

repeat passages out of their holy

books, and instruct children. By
means of this last employment,
which is performed gratuitously,

the youthful mind becomes early

initiated into that false religion,

which binds them captives to the

enemy of all righteousness. Many
of the kyoungs^ or dwelling places

for priests, are seminaries for free

education ;
by this means almost

every man can read.

When a priest dies, he has pecu-

liar honours paid him. I give you
an extract from my journal

:

"Feb. 4th. The Burmans burn

their dead. The pomp and parade

on such occasions are proportionate

to the dignity and character of the

deceased. The priests, especially

if aged and full of good deeds,"

have peculiar honours paid to their

bodies when dead. Several months

since, a neighbouring priest died, or

returned^ for Burmans think it un-

dignified to say that a priest dies ;

his body was immediately wrapped

up in tar and wax; holes were
perforated through the feet and

some distance up the legs, into

which one end of a hollow bamboo
was inserted and the other fixed

in the ground ; the body was then

pressed and squeezed, so that its

fluids were forced down through

the legs, and conveyed off by

means of the bamboos ; in this

state of preservation the body

has been kept. For some days

past, preparations have been ma-

king to burn this sacred relir^ and

to-day it has passed off in fumiga-

tion ! We all went to see it, and re-

turned sorry that we had spent our

time to so little profit. On four

wheels was erected a kind of stage

or tower, about 12 or 15 feet high,

ornamented with paintings of dif-

ferent colours and figures, and

small mirrors. On the top of this

was constructed a kind of balcony,

in which was situated the coffin,

decorated with small pieces of
glass of different hues, and the

corpse, half of which was visible

above the edge of the coffin,entirely

covered with gold leaf Around the

tower and balcony were fixed

several bamboo poles covered with
red cloth, displaying red flags at

their ends, and small umbrellas,

glittering with spangles; among
which was one larger than the oth-

ers, covered with gold leaf, shad-

ing the corpse from the sun.

Around the upper part of the bal-

cony was suspended a curtain of
white gauze, about a cubit in width,

the lower edge of which was hung
round with small pieces of isin-

glass ; above the whole was raised

a lofty quadrangular pyramid, grad-

uating into a spire, constructed in a

light manner of split bamboo, cov-

ered with small figures cut out of

white cloth, and waving to and fro

for some distance in the air. The
whole, from the ground to the top

of the spire, might measure fifty

feet. This curious structure, with

some living priests upon it, was
drawn half a mile by women and
6oi/5,delighted with the sport, and in

the midst of a large concourse of

shouting and joyous spectators. On
their arrival at the place of burn-

ing, ropes were attached to the

hind end of the car, and a whimsi-

cal sham-contest by adverse pull-

ing, was for some time maintained,

one party seemingly indicating a

reluctance to have the precious

corpse burned. At length the fore-

most party prevailed, and the body
must be reduced to ashes ! Amidst

this there were loud shoutings,clap-

ping of hands, the sound of drums,

of tinkling and wind instruments,

and a most disgusting exhibition of

females dancing, but no weeping or

wailing. The vehicle was then

taken to pieces, the most valuable

parts of which were preserved,

and the body consumed."

[To be concluded in next No.]
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From the Luminary.

Letter from Mr. Judson to the Cor-

responding Secretary ofthe Baptist

Board of Foreign Missions.

Rangoon, March 1, 1817.

Rev. and dear Sir,

Since the begfinning of this year

we have printed two tracts ; the

one, a view of the Christian Reli-

gion—7 pages, 1000 copies—the

other a Catechism of6 pages 12mo.
—3009 copies. After which, find-

ing that we had paper sufficient for

an edition of 800 of Matthew, we
concluded to undertake this one

gospel, by way of trial, and as in-

troductory to a larger edition of

the whole New Testament. I am
now translating the 11th chapter,

and in the printing-room, the 3d

half sheet is setting up. Having
premised thus much concerning the

present posture of our affairs, I

proceed to mention the circum-

stance which induced me to take

up my pen at this time. I have
this day been visited by the first in-

quirer after religion, that I have

ever seen in Burmah. For, al-

though in the course of the last two
years, I have preached the gospel

to many, and though some have
visited me several limes, and con-

versed on the subject of religion,

yet I have never had much reason

to believe that their visits originat-

ed in a spirit of sincere inquiry.

Conversations on religion have al-

ways been of my proposing ; and

though I have sometimes been en-

couraged to hope, that truth had
made some impression, never, till

to-day, have I met with one who
was fairly entitled to the epithet

of Inquirer.

As I was sitting with my teacher,

as usual, a Burman of respectable

appearance, and followed by a ser-

vant, came up the steps and sat

down by me. I asked him the usu-

al question. Where he came from ?

to which he gave no explicit re-

pl)^ ; and I began to suspect, that

Vol. I. 4

he had come from the government
house, to enforce a trifling request

which in the morning we had de-

clined. He soon, however, unde-
ceived and astonished me, by ask-

ing, How long time will it take

me to learn the religion of Jesus

I replied, that such a question could

not be answered. If God gave
light and wisdom, the religion of

Jesus was soon learnt; but without

God, a man might study all his life

long, and make no proficiency.

But how, continued I, came you to

know any thing of Jesus ? Have
you been here before ? No.'-

Have you seen any writing concern-

ing Jesus? " I have seen two lit-

tle books." Who is Jesus? "He
is the Son of God, who, pitying

creatures, came into this world, and

suffered death in their stead."

Who is God ? He is a Being,

without beginning or end, who is

not subject to old age and death,

but always is." I cannot tell how
I felt at this moment. This was
the first acknowledgment of an

eternal God, that I had ever heard

from the lips of a Burman. I hand-

ed him a Tract and Catechism, both

which he instantly recognized, and

read here and there, making occa-

sional remarks to his follower, such

as, " This is the true God—this is

the right way," &.c. I now tried

to tell him some things about God
and Christ, and himself; but he did

not listen with much attention, and

seemed anxious only to get anoth-

er book. I had already told him
two or three times, that I had fin-

ished no other book ; but that in

two or three months, I would give

him a larger one, which I was now
daily employed in translating.

"But," replied he, "have you not

a little of that book done, which

you will graciously give me now i"

And I, beginning to think that God's

time is better than man's, folded

and gave him the two first half

sheets, which contain the five first

chapters of Matthew ; on which he
instantly rose, as if his business wa?
all done, and having receiveU aa
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invitation to come again, took

leave.

Throughout his short sta}', he

appeared different from any Bur-

mans I have yet met with. He
asked no questions about customs

and maoners, with which the Bur-

mans teaze us exceedingly. He
had no curiosity, and no desire for

any thmg, but more of this sort

OF WRITING. In fine, his conduct

proved that he had something on

his mind, and I cannot but hope,

that I shall have to write about

him again.

March '^4th. We have not yet

seen our inquirer ; but to-day we
met with one of his acquaintance,

who says, that he reads our books

all the dsy, and shows them to all

that call upon him. We told him

to ask his frientl to come and see

us again.

March 26th. An opportunity

occurs of sending to Bengal. I am
aorry that I cannot send home more

interesting letters. But I am not

yet in the way of collecting inter-

esting matter. I have found, that

I could not preach publicly to any

advantage, without being able, at

the same time, to put something

into the hands of the hearers. And

in order to q\ialify myself to do this,

I have found it absolutely necessa-

rv to keep at home, and confi-ne

myself to close study for three or

four years. I hope, however, af-

ter Matthew is finished, to make a

more public entrance on my work,

than has yet been done. But ma-

ny difficulties he in the way. Our
present house is situated in the

woods, away from any neighbours,

and at a distance from any road !

la this situation, we have no visit-

ers, and no passing travellers,

whom we could invite to stop and

hear of Christ. My attempts to

ejo out and find auditors, have al-

ways occasioned such a waste of

time, and interruption of study, as

would not often be indulged in or

justified. We are very desirous of

building a small house near town,

on some public road, but do not

venture to incur the expense.
We wish further instructiens, and"

further explanations of the views
and intentions of the Board. The
approaching triennial Convention,
also, we contemplate with the

deepest interest. May God give

abundant wisdom^ and zeal, and'

Holy Spirit.

Permit me to close with a word
in behalf of Eastern missions.

Great Britain and the United States

appear to be the only countries

which can, at present, take a very
active part in missionary concerns.

The British are fully occupied
with India, Africa, and the South-
Sea Islands. East of the British

possessions in India, are Burmah,
Sram, several other Indo-Chinese

nations, the great empire of China,

Japan, thence north indefinitely,

and southward, the numerous Ma-
layan isles. With all these coun^
tries the British are no more con-

nected than the Americans. The
British are under no greater obli-

gations to evangelize them, than

the Americans, They are not

nearer the English, in point of
transportation, than the Americans.

And furthermore, throughout all

these countries, the British are

suspected and feared ; but not the

Americans.

The idea that the Western con-

tinent belongs to the Americans,
and the Eastern continent to the

British, however plausible at first

sight, cannot bear a moment's ex-

amination. I apprehend, that all

the North Western Indians, and the

inhabitants of those parts of South
America which are accessible, will

scarcely outnumber the inhabitants

of this single empire of Burmah.
And on what principle can the

Americans, who are perhaps half

as numerous as the British, be let

off with one twentieth or one thir-

tieth part of the work ? But when
we apply the case to the Baptists,

it is still more decisive. There
are about 500 Baptist churches in

Great Britain, winch average one

hundred members each. There
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are 2000 m America, which aver-

age about the same. Behold Ire-

land, also, almost as destitute as

South America. And suppose the

British should say—This is the

proper province of our missionary

exertions. Let us lea.ve Asia and

Africa to the Americans, and ^' not

send our young men to the anti-

podes !"

Yours, respectfully,

A. JUUSON.
Key. Dk. Staughton/

.DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT OF THE BOARD.

JExtract of a Letterfrom Rev. J. M.
Peck, to one of ihs Editors of this

Magazine^ dated

St. Louis, Miss. Ter. Feb. ir, 1818.

I)ear Brother,

1 REACHED this placB with my
family, December 1st. Brother
Welch, who crossed the Illinois

Territory by land, arrived here a

few days earlier. The latter part

of our journey to this country was
attended with much dithculty, ovv-

in^ to the dreadful state of the

roads, and the excessive rains

which fell almost every day. We
ibund St. Louis, as we expected to

find it, " a land of darkness." It

is one of the dark places of the

earth, full of the habitations of

;Crueity." Vices of every descrip-

tion abound here : and yet it ap-

pears much improved in morals to

what it has been formerly.

Amongst the Catholics, error and
^superstition abound. Bluititudcs

here are quite indiilerept to all re-

ligion. Some tilings, however, are

pleasing. Here are a few whom
we count the salt of the earth."'

At present, there are four Protes-
tant ministers in this town, viz.

.Rev. Mr. Giddings, a Prebyterian
missionary from Connecticut, lie v.

Mr. Rice, from Kentucky, who calls

himself a Cumberland Freibyieriaiin

and Avho follows mercantile pur-
.jwits, and two Baptist missionaries.

Mr. Giddings holds meeting on
Lord's-day in one part of the vil-

lage, and we in another. On eve-

nings, he generally attends our
meetings. On January 1st. broth-

er Welch opened a school ofabout

25 scholars at live and six dollars

per quarter. Shortly after, he es-

tablished a meeting in the School-

room, on Lord'S-day and evening,

.and VVednesday evening. At tirst,

only eight or ten came
;
now, our

room cannot hold all that assemble.

The audience are solemn, atten-

tive, and often alfected. One or

two instances of conversion ha*

occured the winter past, and one
or two cases of serious impression

now exist,

February Sth., we hope -will not

soon be forgotten, as the begmning
of a Baptist Church in St Louis.

Hiaving previously arranged the

business, we proceeded to give fel-

lowship to eleven persons as a reg-

ular Church of Chi ist. The fol-

lowing was the order of the exer-

cises of the day.

I opened worship, by attempting
to preach (the iirst time for three

months,) from 1 Cor. iii. 9th.

Ye are God's building." Broth-

er Welch then read our covenant
and articles of faith, before the

public, and ,the members gave their

assent by rising. Brother Welch
then made the consecrating prayer,

and in the name of Father, Son,

and Holy Ghost, solemnl}'- pro-

nounced them a church of the Lord
Jesus. .1 gave the right hand of

fellowship to each member, w?ith

a short address, and brother Welch
gave a charge, or exhortation.

The exeicises closed by shewing
forth the Lord's death in.the Sup-

per. It was a solemn, refreshing

and interesting season. The con-

gregation exhibited marks of deep
solemnity, and profound attention.

The following week, at a church
meeting, it was resolved to attempt-

to build a house of worship. A
subscription h?.s been prepared,

and from the little exertion already

made, we hope to obtain assistance-
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We have so arranged our subscrip-

tion as to place the house and lot

solely in the hands of the Baptist

Church of St. Louis.

The expense of living in this

village is much higher than in

most of the villages in the Eastern

States. House rent is extrava-

gantly high, and very difficult to

be obtained. I am obliged to give

twelve dollars per. month for one
small room, a cellar-kitchen, and

a few other trifling conveniences
;

and yet this is called a low rent.

Provisions, wood, groceries, and al-

most every thing necessary in a

family, are likewise high. This is

partly owing to the increase of

population in this town, and partly

for want of industrious settlers in

the country, to supply the market
on reasonable terms. From this

statement it will be seen, that if

we continue at St. Louis, our ex-

penses, with the strictest frugality,

will be something more than first

anticipated by us, or the Board;

and yet we cannot feel it our duty

to leave this village at the present

crisis, trusting- that the Lord has

something for us to do here.

This country is a most important

missionary field. No just imagi-

nation can be formed of the vast and

extensive field, on every side, and

^vhite already for the harvest.

We are disposed to utter the Mace-
donian cry, " Come over and help

us."

From St. Louis, to the South and

West, are settlements extending

through the country, and scattered

about the wilderness as far as the

Red river, especially about the

^A.rkansas, St. Francis, White, and

other rivers. To the North-West,

are extensive settlements along

the banks of the Missouri, for near

three hundred miles, and inter-

spersed through the country in

different directions. To the East,

is the Territory of Illinois, which

at present, is an important field,

and greatly needs missionary la-

bour- Beyond the settlements of

whites, especiall}', west of the

Missisippi, are tribes of tawny na-

tives, roaming the forests, or scat-

tered in villages, reaching to the

Western Ocean, and to the cold

confines of the North, far beyond
the Lake of the woods.

The white people scattered

through the above mentioned
country, as far as we can learn,

are in quite a different state from

new settlements, and other places

in the Northern States, where
missionaries are sent. Those are

nominally christianized, these are

on the confines of heathenism, if

not actually within its boundaries.

Multitudes exist in this land of

darkness, as ignorant of the true

God, and the first principles of the

Christian religion, as the natives of

Hindoostan.

The Board instruct us to pay a

particular regard to the Indian

tribes ; but it is a question wheth-

er for the present^ it is our duty

to pass over thousands of our white

fellow-men, to reach the Indian set-

tlements, while the first are equal-

ly needy, and present a prospect

of more immediate usefulness.

Should we receive more help^

something might then be done for

the Indians. We are not wholly

unmindful of our instructions in

this respect. One of our present

scholars is a half Indian. Brother

Welch has lately held a council

with a chief of one of the bands of

the Sacks, or Saukees from Rock
river, but nothing of consequence

is the result. He has two sons

whom he wishes to learn the Eng-

lish language, but did not like to

give an answer about receiving

teachers into their tribe, without

consulting other chiefs.

We learn nothing from the East-

ern States, except from the Maga-

zine, which we are much gratified

to receive by mail.

With fraternal affection I am
Ypurs, &c.

J. M. PECK.
'V. Daniel Sharp.
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ENGLISH B.\PT1ST MISSION.

Leiier of Instructions addressed to the

Rev. Mr. Rickltts, by the Mis-

sionaries at Serampore.

Serampore, AVj. 30, 1816.

Dear brother Rickets,
'

We have been much encour-

ai^ed by your disinterestedness and

devotion to the cause of Christ.

We hope that these desires •vviil

ever be cherished with the utmost

solicitude, and that they will carry

you forward till you become well

quahtied to speak the two Ian

guages, the Bengalee, and Hin-
' doost'hanee, and be wholly ab-

sorbed in the blessed work of

winning souls, so that this shall be-

come as your daily meat and drink.

^* You are about to take up your
abode as near as possible to what
was once the capital of Bengal, and

which is still called ' the city.' In

your immediate vicinity you have

more than a million of souls, with-

out there being any other messen-

ger of salvation beside yourself,

who will care for their state.

What an important, and most awful-

ly responsible situation ! Read
Ezek. xxxiii.—Many of the per-

sons who will visit and converse

with you, will be found not deti-

cient in reasoning and sophistry.

Vou will, therefore, need a good
knowledge of gospel doctrine, and

of the languages in which you are

to convey your ideas. We are

very anxious that you should

choose a place of abode very near
to Moorshudubad, that you may be
able, in as short a time and as Ire-

quently as possible, to itinerate

through it, distributing in these in-

teresting journeys the word of life,

the precious seed which cannot
perish, but must bear immortal
fruit. If you live at too great a

distance, the natives cannot visit

you, and almost the whole of this

immense population will die with-

out ever having once heard the

glad tidings of salvation. The
nearest healthful s})ot, therefore,

to the city should be chosen. As

your services at Berhampore will

only be once a week, or so, you

can easily visit it in a boat.

" With respect to the disposi-

tions we wish to recommend to you
in fulfilling the great object you
have in view, we need not enlarge :

We are persuaded your own mild

temper will ever preserve you
from every harsh expression, and

every thing else that would oUcnd,

rather than win the natives. Your
aim is to draw, not to frighten or

repel your hearers. Zeal for God,

tempered with deep compassion

for men—earnestness in your ad-

dresses, mixed with the tenderness

of a kind and anxious parent, and

a holy conversation, wijl not fail to

gain }oa the respect and confi-

dence of the natives. Your hea-

then and mussulman neighbours

must always be welcome to your
house and presence : nothing must
give you greater pleasure than

their visits, let them come at what-

ever hour of the day they may.
Reading to them the divine word,

accompanied with serious applica-

tion and prayer, will shew them
that you love their souls and that

you are seeking their eternal good.
" The doctrines we wish you to

preach are, we hope, already in-

terwoven into your own concep-

tions and gracious feelings. Those
doctrines, however, which distin-

guish the gospel as a system of re~

demption.^ we wish you to lay a**

the basis of all your discourses :

these are, the fall and total de])rav-

ily of man—his being in an abso-

lutely perishing condition, with his

whole understanding dark, his en-

tire affections polluted, and his

whole will alienated from God,
ending in a complete spiritual and
voluntary incapacity to save him-
self—the overflowing mercy of
God in Christ—the complete atone-

ment, and perfect righteousness,

and all-prevalent intercessions oi

Christ—his gracions nature— tne
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work of th« Spirit—the necessity

of regeneration and a iioly life

—

the indispensable necessity of con-

version—a future state of everlast-

ing rewards and punishments.

But as you will find that the awful

deceptions under which all your
hearers labour, are all connected

with the merit of works, you must
constantly labour to shew that sal-

vation is by grace, through faith in

Christ, and not of works. In de-

stroying their confidence in works,

you will, without the disagreeable

labour of exposing these systems in

detail, accomplish the work at

once, and brmg them immediately

to the grand doctrine of faith in the

Redeemer, where indeed they can

alone find life and peace. The
preaching of this doctrme by the

apostle Paul, as well as the revival

of it at the lleformation, and by

Whitefield, and others, produced a

harvest which yet replenishes and

exhilarates the whole church of

God; so that your work will not

consist in gammg petty victories

in argument over their supersti-

tions, but in preaching the doctrine

of faith, ^of the cross,' as the

ground of acceptance with God, to

the utter exclusion of all works of

merit ; and this doctrine being re-

ceived, the mind will at once reject

the whole system of superstition

;

and every direct and unwelcome
attack on particular acts of idol

worship will be rendered unneces-

sary.

^^In prosecuting your ministry,

you will consider yourself as a

person bearing tidings, tidings of

the last consequence to be known,
enriching forever those who cor-

dially believe them. But this

news must be carried to the souls

committed to you, as they are

widely scattered, and know not

as yet the value of a gospel minis-

try, nor the pleasures of meeting

for congregational worship. Be-

ware of the insinuation, that ' ini»-

sionaries can do little m the way of

preaching ; this must be left to the

converted natives.' To resist thi»

temptation it is only necessary to

listen to the apostle :
' it pleased

God, by the foolishness of preach-

ing, to save them that believe.'

This then is to be your great an (J

daily work, the most important and

most necessary part of your whole

ministry, viz. constant visits to the

natives, either on foot, or oq

horseback, &c. If the natives are

not visited, nothing can possibly be

done in a case where ignorance is

so great, and the natives so shy of
familiar intercourse.

We hope at some future time,

to enable you to set up schools, but

at present, funds are wanting.

The spiritual state and labours

of the native assistants who may
be near you, must be watched

over with a kind, but a daily at-

tention : they must be stirred up

to their duty ; and the growth of

religion in them will be an object

you will not neglect. Upon their

spirituality ami Scripture knowl-

edge depends their usefulness.

Pray with and for them daily.

Converted native assistants are, as

means, the very hope of India.

" Thus, dear brother, we have

given you a few ideas on the na-

ture of that blessed ministry to

which you have devoted yourself.

Oh ! that you may have, in an

abundant degree, those influences

which are absolutely necessary to

all, to qualify them for this work,

to make them useful in it, and to

enable them to persevere. Our
most affectionate concern and

prayers accompany you. May yoi^

in that day, present to the great

Shepherd many children whom he

may have given you, and hear him

say, ' Well done—thou hast been

faithful over a few things : enter

thou intt -the joy of thy Lord.'

'» We remain^" &€.
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Letterfrom Dr. Carey, to one of the

Editors^ dated

Calcutta, Dec. 2, 18 ir.

My dear Brother in our common Lord^

I EMBRACE the present opportuni-

ty of writing, to assure you how
highly I esteem your correspon-

dence, and that of my other Amer-
ican friends. I am often ashamed
that I do not write more frequently

to you and them. I assure you it

is not for want of inclination, but

entirely for want of time.—It is with

me an exceedingly difficult thing

to command sufficient lime for pri-

Tate reading, impossible to afford

time to make visits, and almost im-

possible to receive them. In or-

der to remedy this as much as pos-

sible, I appropriate two hours

weekly, on the Tuesday afternoon,

to receive inquirers, and others

who wish to converse with me up-

on the affairs of their so^ls ; and

on those occasions I have usually a

considerable Bumber,whose conver-

sation, and inquiries, frequently till

me with pleasure, and afford much
encouragement.
The affairs of the kingdom of

our Redeemer lie near my heart

;

and I trust there is a degree of

prosperity attending it, which must
give pleasure to all who feel any
interest therein. As these accounts

are regularly published, and I be-

lieve sent by brother Ward to

America, it would be folly in me
to enlarge on particular cir-

cumstances. Suffice it to say,

that the work goes forward

There are instances of disappoint-

ment, and some of very distressing

apostasy, or partial departure from
God ; but still the encouraging cir-

cumstances greatly preponderate.
When I first arrived in this coun-

try, there was but a very small

number of Europeans who were
not inclined to infidelity; and it

would certainly have been account-

ed an insult to have introduced re-

ligion in a public company, as a

topic of coni^ersation. Things are

now greatly altered, and religion

is far from being an uncommon top-

ic. Indeed, a great number of
persons, in every rank of life, are

truly partakers of the grace of

God ; and are not ashamed of the

faith of a crucified Redeemer.
In 1793, the year of my arrival

in India, there was no one among
the natives friendly to the gospel.

Indeed, scarcely any of them knew
any thing about it. There was no
part of the Bible in their language ;

and conseqtrently Christianity was
condemned without examination ;

while the evil lives of many Eu-
ropeans, and the inabihty of the

natives to distinguish between
genuine and nominal Christianity,

led them indiscriminately to con-
demn all as Christians who were
dressed in European clothes.

This season of ignorance is, I

trust, drawing to an end. The wide
spread of the Scriptures of truth,

has gradually undermined that confi-

dence which the natives ofIndia for

merly had in the Shastras, and great
numbers are not only open to con-
viction, but actually despise in their

hearts, the superstitions among
which they live. It is clear to

them, that there is a reality in the
gospel, which deserves their close

attention ; and that Christianity is

much more than a 'name. I now
speak of that general conviction
which I think I clearly see, with-
out mentioning the instances of
genuine conversion, in which the
conviction is personal, and leads to

a deep abhorrence of idolatry and
its concomitants.

There is now in India a more
than ordinary attention, to the set-

ting up of Schools for the instruc-

tion of native children and youths
in the different branches of learn-

ing. This meets with the hearty
co-operation of the natives them-
selves, many of whom, persons of
property, have subscribed liberally

to this object ; and it is a commoa
thing for the principal people in a

town or village to unite in an ap-

plication for a school to be set up
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in their place of residence. I think

there are now about an hundred
schools belonging- to our mission,

besides those belonging to other

denominations.

By the last letter I received

from brother Judson, he and broth-

er Hough, with their families,

were well. 'They are pursuing

their great object, and we have
every reason to believe that the

power of God will ere long be ex-

erted in the conversion of some of

the Burman nation to our Lord
Jesus. Indeed, at least forty per-

sons of that nation, generally called

Mugs, are now in Church fellow-

ship, who were collected by the

labours of our late brother De
Bruyn, at Chittagong. To the un-

speakable loss of that congregation,

our brother, De Bruyn, lost his life

a short time ago, having been stab-

bed in a fit of passion by a young
man to whom he had acted as a

father I am, my dear Brother,

very affectionately yours,

W. CAREY.
P. S. Accept my best thanks,

for the repeated presents of Maga-
zines and other valuable books

which I have received from you.

[Eng. Bap. Mag.]

From the Christian Herald.

LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

OTAHEITE.

The fullo'ji'ing letters call anezc upon

the friends of the Missionary Cause

to rejoice and be thankful. God
hath done great things for us^

whereof 'we are glad., and to Him
alone he all the glory of our success.

Eimeo, Aug. 13, 1816.

Honoured Fathers and Brethren,

The last letter we received from

you was dated July 23d, 1814, and

reached us in May, 1815, as we
have mentioned before. And our

last to you, was dated Sept. 5th,1815,

a duplicate ofwhich^as usual, accom-

panies this. We gladly embrace the
present opportunity of giving you
a further account of the state of
the islands and of the mission. At
the time the above mentioned let-

ter was written, the state of af-

fairs in these islands was full of
confusion and uncertainty; the bal-

ance, as far as we could perceive,

was nearly equipoised ; it appeared

very doubtful whether the heathen
party, who had taken up arms to

avenge the cause of the gods and

the ancient customs of their fore-

fathers, might not prevail, and
occasion either the extermination

or banishment of all who had em-
braced Christianity, together with

ourselves, at least, from these is-

lands of Tahiti and Eimeo. The
months of July and August, pre-

vious to the date of our letter, had
been with us and our poor people

a time of trouble and great anxiety.

The 14th of July we had set apart

as a day of humiliation, fasting, and
prayer, and were joined by several

hundreds of our people, in seeking

mercy and protection from Him
who has the hearts of all men in

his hands, and to whose control all

actions and events are subject. It

was ' a day of trouble' with us ; and

we and our persecuted people did

call upon Jehovah ; and we think

there is no presumption in saying,

our supplications were regarded,

our prayers were answered, and

according to his promise, he did

send us ' deliverance,' though not

in the way we anticipated or ex-

pected.

Those people at Tahiti who
had embraced Christianity, having
providentially made their escape

and joined us at Eimeo, their ene-

mies, as we mentioned before, quar-

relled among themselves. The
Attehuru party having fought with,

and vanquished the Porionnu, Te-
haroa, &c. they and the Taiarapu

party who had assisted them.quarrel-

led again among themselves, and

fought ; when the Taiarapuaris

were conquered, and driven to the

mountains. After this there was a
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prospect of peace being establish-

ed ; KnJ the people who on account

of religion had lied to Eimeo to

save their lives, were invited to

return to Tahiti, and take repos-

session of their respective Ignds.

Those things made it necessary for

the king and his people, and most

of those about us, to go over to Ta-
hiti, in company with the different

parties of refugees, and according to

an ancient custom of the country,

to reinstate them in a formal man-
uer in their old possessions.

On the arrival of the king, and

those that followed hira, at Tahiti,

the idolatrous party appeared on

the beach in a hostile manner;
seemed determined to oppose the

king's landing ; and soon lired on

his party; but, by the king's strict

orders, the fjrc was not returned;

but a message of peace was sent to

them, which was proJiUctiye of the

exchange of several messages, and
at last apparently issued in peace
and reconciliation.

In consequence of this, several

of the people returned peaceably
to their different lands ; but still

tears and jealousies existed on both

sides, and this state of things con-

tinued till Sabbath day, Nov 1 2th,

1815, when the heathen party, tak-

ing advantage of the day, and of

the time when the king and all the

people were assembled for wor-
ship, made a furious, sudden, and
unexpected assault, thinking they
could at such a time easily throw
the whole into confusion. They
approached with contidence, their

prophet having assured them of an
easy victory. In this, however,
they >yere mistaken. IJt happened
that we had warned our people be-

fore they went to Tahiti of the
probability of such a stratagem be-
ing practised in case a war should
take place; in consequence ofwhich
they attended worship underarms;
andthoughatfirst they were thrown
into some confusion, they soon for-

med for repellingthe assailants; the
engagement became Avarm and furi-

ous, and several fell on both sides.

Vol. I. 43

In tiie king's party there were
many ol' the refugees iVom the sev-

eral parties, who had not yet em-
braced Christianity ; but our peo-
ple not depending upon them, took
the lead in facing the enemy ; and
as they were not all engaged at

once, being among bushes and trees,

those that had a few minutes of
respite, fell on their knees, crying

to Jehovah for mercy and protec-

tion, and that he would be pleased

to support his cause against the

idols of the heathen, soon after

the commencement of the engage-
ment, (Jpufiira-) the Chief of Fa
para, (the principal man on the

side of the idolaters,) was killed

»

this, ass£>on as it was knovj'n, threw
the whole of his party into contu-

sion, and Fomare's party quickiy

gained a complete victory. How-
ever, the vanquished were treated

with great lenity and moderation ;

and Pomare gave strict order-?

that they should not be pursued,
and that the women and children

should be well treated. This way
complied witJi ; not a woman oi

child was hurt; nor was the prop
erty of the vanquished plundered.

The bodies also of those wlio fell

in the engagement, contrary to the

former barbai'ous practice, were
decently buried ; and the body o''

the Chief of Fapara was takiin in

a respectful manner to his own
land, to be buried there.

These things had a happy effect

upon the minds of the idolaters.

They unanimously declared thar

they would trust the gods no lon-

ger ; Uiat they had deceived them
and sought their ruin ; that hence-

forward they would cast them
away entirely, and embrace this

new religion, which is so distin

guished by its mildness, goodness,

and forbearance.

In the evening after the battle,

the professors of Christianity as-

sembled together to worsliip and

praise Jehovah for the happy turn

which their affairs had taken. In

this they were joined by many who
had till then bee^ the zeaJoia
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worshippers of the idols. After

this, Pomare was by universal con-

sent restored to his former gov-

ernment of Tahiti and its depen-
dencies ; since which he has con-

stituted Chiefs in the several dis-

tricts, some of whom had for a

long time made a public profession

of Christianity, and had been for

many months attending the means
of instruction with us at Eimeo.

In consequence of these events,

idolatry was entirely abolished

both at Tahiti and Eimeo ; and we
have the great, but formerly un-

expected satisfaction, of being able

to say, that Tahiti and Eimeo, to-

gether with the small islands of

Tapuamanu and Teturoa, are now
altogether in profession. Christian

Islands. The gods are destroyed,

the maries demolished, human sa-

crifices, and infant murder, we
hope, forever abolished ; and the

people ever}"" where calling upon
us to come and teach them.

The Sabbath day is also every

where strictly observed, and pla-

ces for the worship of the true

God have been erected, and are

now erecting, in every district

;

and where there is no preaching,

the people have prayer-meetings

every Sabbath and every Wednes-
day evening, all around Tahiti and

Eimeo.
But this is not all ; we have also

good news to communicate about

the Leeward Islands. Tamatoa^

or as he is now called Tapa., the

principal Chief, has also publicly

renounced idolatry, and embraced
Christianity. His example has

been followed by most of the oth-

er Chiefs, and a large majority of

the people throughout the four

Society Islands : viz. Huahine, Rai-

atea, Tahaa, and Borabora. Two
Chiefs of Borabora, named Tefaa-

ora and Mai, have distinguished

themselves by their zeal in de-

stroying the gods, and erecting a

house for the worship of the true

God. The Chiefs of these islands

have sent letters and repeated

messages to us, earnestly^entreat-

ing us to send some of our number
to them, to teach them also : and

JV/ai, a Chief of Borabora, sent us

a letter to remind us that Jesus

Christ and his apostles did not con-

fine their instructions to one place

or country.

A war broke out lately at Raia-

tea also, one principal cause of

which was that Tapa and others

had cast away and destroyed the

gods. The idolaters were resolv-

ed to avenge this, and consequent-

ly attacked Tapa and his friends

;

but were themselves, as at Tahiti,

entirely defeated, and afterwards

treated with much more lenity

than they deserved ; but though

they were then subdued, yet there

is still a party at Raiatea ta)king of

war, and the restoration of the

gods ; but it is to be hoped that

they will not be able to effect any

thing of consequence, as the great

majority of the people appear de-

cidedly in favour of Christianity.

Since the above happy change

of affairs at Tahiti, brother Nott,

at the request of the brethren,

went over on a visit to Tahiti, ac-

compained by brother Hayward.

He preached to the people in eve-

ry district all around the islands.

Large congregations assembled

with readiness every where, and

their attention and behaviour were
very encouraging. At the present

time brother Bicknell is there,

partly for the purpose of preach-

ing to the people in the different

districts, and thinking also that the

voyage and journey might be con-

ducive to the restoration of hia

health, which is much impaired,

and has been in a very precariou^

state for many months past.

The School, notwithstanding

former discouragements, has pros^

pered exceedingly, and continues

to prosper
;
though at present ma-

ny hundreds of the scholars are

scattered through the neighbour-

ing islands, some of whom are

teaching others in the different isl-

ands and districts where they re-

side, and thus, through their means,



1818.] MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 339

somo knowledge of reading and

writing has spread far and wide.

—

There are at least 3000 people
who have some books, and can

make use of them. Many hun-
dreds can read well ; and there are

among them about 400 copies of

the 'Old Testament history ; and
400 of the New, which is an

abridgment of the four Evange-
lists, and part of the Acts of the

Apostles.—Many chapters ofLuke's
Gospel in manuscript are also in

circulation; and 1000 copies of our
Tahitian Catechism, which several

hundreds have learnt, and can

perfectly repeat. The Spelling-

books which were printed in Lon-
don, of which we had we suppose

about 700, having been expended
long ago, we had lately 2000 cop-

ies of a lesser Spelling-book print-

ed in the colony. These we have
received and distributed ; and

there is an earnest call from all the

islands for more books, the desire

to learn to read and write being

universal. We want a new edition

of the above mentioned books, and
are now preparing the Gospel of

Luke for the press. We intended

to send the Catechism and small

Spelling-book to the colony by this

conveyance, and get 2000 or 3000
printed ; but having heard that a

printing press is sent out for us,

we thought it best to wait a while,

notwithstanding the urgent call of

the natives, as we wish to prevent
expense as much as possible.

From a view of our present cir-

cumstances, our deficiencies, and
the state of the mission, we rejoic-

ed to learn that the Directors
thought proper to accede to our
request, and to add to our number,
and that among those ^yho are in-

tended for these islands, there is a
person that understands printing

;

we hope th6 others also are such
as the present state of the mission
particularly requires, and such as

we have pointed out in our for-

mer letters, viz. 'such as possess
a true missionary spirit, suitable

abilities to acquire the language,

and to engage in the immediate
work of the mission, particularly

to assist in the translation of the
Scriptures.' If this should be the
case, and our hope be realized, we
and our people will have cause to

rejoice for such a timely supply.

—

On the other hand, should the case

be reversed, our disappointment
and regret will be proportionably
great.

The present state of the islands

makes us decidedly of opinion that

there should be at least two mis-

sionary establishments, one for

Tahiti and this island, and one for

the Leeward Islands ; but we are

anxiously looking for the arrival of
those brethren said to be coming
to us, and for further information

and directions from you, so that we
may know better how to act.

We inclose another friendly let-

ter of his Excellency Governor
Macquarie ; as also a letter from
Pomare, concerning his family

gods, which have been delivered

to us, that we might either destroy

them, or, if we think proper, send
them to you. We have chosen
the latter, and send them by this

conveyance, nailed up in a case di-

rected to Mr. Hardcastle. These
are the king's family gods, and are

a good specimen of the whole.

The great national ones, which
were of the same kind, only much
larger, have been some time agn

entirely destroyed.

Your brethren, &c. &;c.

Henry Bicknell, Williatn Henry^

Win. Pascoe Crook, Henry Kott,

John Davies, Samuel Tessier,

James Hayxvard, Charles Wilson.

To the Directors of the Missionary

Society, &c.

Translation ofa Letterfrom Pomare,

King of Tahiti, {Otaheite.)

To the Missionaries.

Friends,

May you be saved by Jehovah
and Jesus Christ our Saviour.
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This i? my speecti to yon, my
frienl-*. I wish you to send those

itlols to Britane fur the Missionary

Society, that they may know the

likeness of the ^ods that Tahiti

w orshipped. Those were my own
idols, helonsfino^ to our family from

the time of Tuaroamanahune^ even

to Vairaatoa]: and when he died

he left them with me. And now
having- been made acquainted with

the true Go(J^ with Jehovah, He 2>

7/11/ Gorf, and when this body of

mine shall be dissolved in death,

may the Three-One save me 1 And
this is my shelter, my close hiding

place, even froui the anirer of Je-

hovah. When he looks upon m«,

I will hide me at the feet of Jesus

Christ the Saviour, that I may es-

cape. / feel pleafinre and sntisfac-

iion in my mind ; I rejoice^ I praise

Jehovah^ that he hath inadc knoivn

his word unto me. I should have

gone to destruction if Jehovah had

not interposed.—Many have died

and are gone to destruction, kings

and common people ; they died

without knowing- any thing of the

true God ; and now when it came

to the small remainder of the peo-

ple, Jehovah hath been pleased to

make known his word, and we are

made acquainted with his good

word, made acquainted with the

deception of the fal*^ gods, with

all that is evil and false. The true

God Jehovah, it was he that made
lis acquainted with these things.

It was you that taught us; but the

words, the knowledge, was from Je-

hovah. It is because of this that /

rejoice^ and I pray to Jehovah that

lie may increase my abhorrence of

every evil way. The Three-One
He it is that can make the love of

sin to cease ; we cannet effect

* Taaraamonahune lived some years

at^o, and was one of the ancestors of

Pomare's family.

Vairaatoo, one of the names of old

Pomare, the kinj^'s fatlier, and though
a friend to the Missionaries, yet he was
a most zealous advocate for the goils,

imd the old refigion.

that ; man cannot effect it ; it is

the work of God to cau^e evil

things to be cast off, and the love

of them to cease.

1 am going a journey around

Tahiti, to acquaint the Raatiras with

the word of God, and to cause them
to be vigilant about good things.

The word of God does grow in

Tahiti, and the Raatiras are dili-

gent about setting up houses for

worship ;
they are also diligent in

seeking instruction, and now it is

well with Tahiti.

That principal idol that has the

red feathers of the Otuu is Teme-
harot ; that is his name, look you,

you may knovv it by the red fea-

thers; that was Vairaatoa's own
god, and those feathers were from

the ship of Lieut. Watts [in 1788 ;|

it was Vairaatoa that set them
himself about the idol. If you
think proper, you may burn them
all in the fire

;
or, ifyou like, send

them to your country, for the in-

spection of the people of Europe,

that they may satisfy their curiosi-

ty, and know Tahiti's foolish gods

This is also one thing that I

want to inquire of you; when I go
around Tahiti, it may be that the

Raatiras and others will ask me to

put down their names ; what shall

I do then ? Will it be proper for

me to write down their names? It

is with you—you are our teachers,

and you are to direct us. We
have had our prayer-meeting the

beginning of this month, February
;

it was at Homai-au-Vahi ; the Raa-
tiras and all the people of the dis-

trict assembled, leaving their hous-

es without people. They said to

me, ' Write down our names.' I

answered, It is agreed.' Those
names are in the enclosed paper,

which I have sent for your inspec-

t Temeharo was one of the princi-

palfamily gods of the royal family of
Tahiti ; but Oro was the principal na-
tional god, and to him alcne human sa-

crifices were offered, at least in mod-
ern times. Temeharo is said to have
a brother called Tia : these were fa-

mous men, deified after theii' death.
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tion. Have I done wrong in this ?

Perhaps I have; let me, my friends,

know the whole of your mind, in

respect of this matter.*

May you, my friends, be saved

by Jehovah the true God. I have
written to Mabine for a house for

the use of the Missionaries ; when
they arrive, you will let Mabine
know where the house is to be,

and he will get the people to re-

move it there. Let it be at

Uaeva, near you.

it is reported here that there is

a ship at Morea, and I was think-

ing it might be the ship with the

Missionaries ; but it may be that it

is only an idle report. However,
should the Missionaries arrive at

Morea, write to me quickly, that

I may know, tet me know also

xvhat news there mav be from Eu-
rope, and from Port Jackson.

Perhaps King George may be dead,

let me know. I shall not go
around Tahiti before ftlarch.

May you be saved, my friends,

by Jehovah, and Jesus Christ, the

only Saviour, by whom we sinners

can be saved.

PoMARE, king of Tahiti, kc. &c.

Tahiti^ A/oImM, Feb. 19,1816.

* This was in imitation of us ; for

during 1814 and 1815, after our
monthly missionary prayer-meetings,
we used to take down the names of

such as renounced heathenism and
embraced Christianity in a pubUc
manner ; but since the state of aftairs

is altered in tlie islands, and the pro-
fession of Christianity is become gene-
ral, we have thought proper to discon-
tinue the practice, as now not likely to

answer the ends intended.

DOMESTIC MISSIOjY.

THE PILGRIMS.

Extract of a Letter from Rev. Ik a

CifASE, to the Secretary of the

Massach. Blip. Miss. Society., dated

Clarksburg, Va. Jan. 6, 1818.
Dear Sir,

You have doubtless been appriz-
'»d, by the public paprr«, that a

new sect, calling themselves Pil-

grims, have lately appeared ; and
that they have excited considera-

ble attention in those parts of the

country through which they have
passed on their pilgrimage to the
West. One company of them (the
other had proceeded by the way
of N. Jersey,) I found, as I advan-
ced on my route, were encamped
at no great distance from me :

—

They were at Dryden, in the state

of New-York. I thought it my
duty to take some pains to learn,

from their own mouths, their his-

tory and their religious system;
and if possible, to convince some
of them, of their delusion.

On the 2Gth of November, in
company with the Rev. William W.
Powers, pastor of the Baptist
church in Virgil, I visited their
camp ;—for a camp it seemed to be
that we were approaching, as the
tops of their large covered wag-
gons presented to the distant ob-
server, the appearance of tents, and
no other dwelling could be seen
there, but a low hut, pointed out
by the ascending smoke. It was on
a spot of rising ground, amidst
stumps and logs, and near the edge
of extensive woods which defend-
ed it from the north and western
winds.

Some of the men were in front
of the hut, making baskets. Among
them was a Mr. Joseph Ball, for-

merly a preacher of Woodstock,
Vermont. Mr. Powers had seen
liim before, and from conversation
with him, had obtained some evi-
dence of his being a man of real
piely. After giving him his hand
with the usual salutation, he intro-

duced me. We were both receiv-
ed in a friendly manner. My new
acquaintance appeared humble,
modest and affable. He invited us
to walk in. Accordingly, we fol-

lowed him as he entered, stepping
over the boards, two or three feet
high, which partly enclosed the
south end of the hut; a temporary
building hastily made of boards, all

rono^h from the saw mill. The
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north end v/as enclosed to the top.

The sides and roof were formed by

placing- boards in a standing^ position,

the one end of them resting- on the

ground, and the other, 1 think, on

a pole over head. On the ground
at the extremiiy of the room, were
the beds, on which as I had h^en
told, they all couch down at night.

There were now lying on them an

idiot child Sibout two years old, and

a feeble woman or two. Along

{Ke sides of the building were pla-

ced chests and boards, which serv-

ed for chairs. Overhead were laid

up two loaded muskets, ready for

use. In the centre, there was a

lire on the ground, and over it hung

a pot for cooking. Some of the

company were at dinner. They
eat standing, and use neither knives

nor forks. There were present

iive or six men, about a dozen wo-

men,- many of them youHg, and

eight or ten children. The whole

number that belonged to the com-

pan}^ Avas between thirty and

. forty. Some were absent. The
men wear their beard long, except

on the upper lip, from which they

occasionally shear it ; and all, men
and women, wear around them
a girdle of bearskin with the

hair on.

We continued in friendly con-

versation with Mr. Ball ; and as

soon as the way was prepared, so

that itcouldbe done without a seem-

ing abruptness, 1 rcv'^uested him in

a kind and respectful manner, to

give us an account of the rise and

progress of their society. He rea-

dily commenced, and said that it

arose a few years ago, in Canada,

near the forks of the river St. Fran-

cis. What, I inquired, were the par-

ticular events which led to its forma-

tion ? He was proceeding to tell,

when a man distinguished from the

rest by an aspect peculiarly hide-

ous, and a thick, red beard of supe-

rior length, raised his voice :

—

^Joseph!' said he, 'I want to

speak a word to you—I'd rather

you would ask that man why we
are commanded not to be conform-

ed to the world I ai^ terribly dis-

tressed.' It was the Prophet—for a

prophet the red-bearded man pre-

tends to be. He rules the whole
company as absolute monarch in all

things secular and spiritual. He
speaks, and his word is with them,
the zcord of the Lord.

Mr. Ball (Joseph) turned round,

and fixing his eyes upward, stood

for a while motionless. The
Prophet in the mean time, began
to writhe and twist his body, as if

in the utmost agony. At length ut-

terance was given, and he deliver-

ed to Mr. Powers and myself,

as a message from God, the most
tremendous denunciations, in the

most vulgar and abusive language
that he could command. Fixing

his eyes on me, he asked :
' Be you

a Lawyer V I am not, w^as my re-

ply. ' Be you a Doctor?' I am
not. ' Be you a Minister ?' I at-

tempt to preach sometimes. 'Well,

your tirst buisness is to repent,

or you'll be damned' Amen !

broke from the mouths of several

of the company, at the close of
each smart reproach as he proceed-

ed. He and some of the others,

men and women, poured forth upon
us both, a torrent of abuse, such as

surpassed all that may be heard
in the grog shop, from the lowest

of the profane rabble, when minis-

ters of the gospel are made the

theme of derision. It was aimed
principally at me,—probably be-

cause I had introduced the subject

of their origin, but neither of us

was spared. Both were pronoun-

ced to be of the synagogue of Sa-

tan, going to destruction and leading

others with us. 'O rotten! rotten!

3'ou go about living on the best

fare you can find,—preaching pride

with your white handkerchiefs,

and black coats, as slick as a mole.

—Just as likely as not you spent

half an hour in brushing them,

when they were cleaner before

than your characters. Hell and

damnation, hell and damnation is

your portion, if you don't re-

pent'
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But they could not express their

leelings in words. They literally

gnashed upon us with their teeth

;

and, from every quarter, came rap-

idly, in harsh and grating accents,

ivith the linger of scorn pointed at

us,—Yah, yah, yah, yah !"

The Prophet, thundering out

his anathemas, and brandishing his

fist, drew nearer and nearer to the

place where I was sitting. His

hand had almost reached my face.

What he would have done, left to

himself, can only be conjectured.

It is said that hearers, in this as-

sembly of Pilgrims, have some-

times been sei:ced by the collar, in

the heat of an exhortation. Cut,

happily for me, the gentleman who
owns the land where they were
encamped, had accompanied us.

lie stepped Ibrward, and with a

firm tone, told him: ' jVow you
shall stop;—strangers, who have

given you no provocation, shall not

be so abused on my land.' Upon
this, the Prophet, full of inspiration

as he was, thought it prudent to

desist. He uttered, however, a

few sullen replies to his landlord
;

but the storm that was bursting on

us considerably abated.

Near its commencement, Mr.

Powers, with a solemnity becoming
the occasion, asked : Does the

word of God any where justify

your treating people in this man-

ner? ^No,' said the Prophet, 'not

the letter^ but the spirit does.'

We perceived it was in vain to

attempt to reason with him, or his

followers ; for whenever we began
to speak, our voice was drowned b}-

the clamours which they raised.

Finding that I could not obtain from
them there, any further account

of their origin and faith, and ob-

serving that Mr. Ball seemed rath-

er to be forced to acquiesce in the

abuse of us than be forward in it

himself, I sat down by his side, and
in a low tone of voice, endeavour-
ed to persuade him to walk out that

afternoon, and let us have an inter-

view with him alone. But as the

Prophet had sulliciently indicated

his disapprobation of any further

intercourse with us, all was in vain.—
' I cannot go beyond the word of

the Lord,' was the replj-. '1 pro-
fess not to have any more authority

than they who have spoken,'—* No,
nor so much neither!' interrupted

a woman, who was sitting by, with
a kind of indignant tone.

Mr. Powers, just before we left

the company, remarked to them, in

allusion to the words of the Apos-
tle : It is a very small thing to be
judged of man's judgment, "You'll

tind it is'nt to be judged by jnc,- re-

plied the Prophet.
I addressed them a moment, en-

treating them to search tlie Bible,

and make that their guide ; and
then, as I had been introduced
to 3Ir. Ball, and as he had, through
the whole, appeared disposed to

treat us civilly, I exten dcd my ban
towards him, to take my leave.

—

' Don't touch his paw !' was the
cry ; and the poor man stood like

a statue, not daring to move his

hand, nor speak a word.
With what emotions we retired

from this scene of imposture and
delusion, I shall not attempt to de-
scribe. It was, indeed, a striking

exhibition of the melancholy con-
sequences which naturally result

from leaving the Scriptures to seek

for Jiem- revelations.

The Prophet had received sev-

eral new followers, at Dryden.
Some of the people in that vicinity

have, for years, been the subjects

of various, and strange delusions :

and they seem prepared to em-
brace almost any thing that is

novel and extravagant. One of
them, a certain John T r, who
arose in that place, set himself up,

not long ago, as the leader of a

party on the river Chenango. It is

said he commenced a follower of

Elias Smith, but he has gone far

- beyond him. He professes to have
had visions and revelations ; and

he seems to aim at the subversion

of all order, and the banishment of
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all fundamental principles in the

church of Christ. His followers,

like the Shakers, dance at their

meetings ; and they address each

other only by their first names.

Thus their leader is called simply

John ; and they are themselves

sometimes denominated Johnites.

He has a new method of estab-

lishing his peculiar tenets: He of-

fers to szi'ear to the truth of them....

a thing which he exultingly de-

clares that persons of no other

denomination dare to do. Some-
times, too, upon teaching a strange

doctrme, he presents, to establish

it, not proofs from the Scriptures,

but living witnesses, and calls upon

Joe and Peggy to testify if it is

not so.

I was credibly informed that last

winter, in order to answer, as he

pretended, to a prediction in the

Apocalypse, he had his horse paint-

ed, and carried a flag as he rode, on

which was written, St. John the

Divine."

Some of his adherents, 1 was

told, had lately visited the Proph-

et at Dryden ; and it is not improba-

ble that some of them will join the

company of the Pilgrims.

Respecting that company, I for-

bear to relate the numerous re-

ports currently circulated in the

neighbourhood. I will now men-
tion only one. It was said that, the

day before I was there, they under-

took, with the most frantic outcries,

to expel Satan from the camp.

Whether they were successful or

[May,

not, I leave it with you to judge,
atler reading this sketch of ^my in-

terview with them.
Were we to look only at the ridi-

culous conduct of these deluded
creatures, we might be dlspo^d to

let it all pass with a smile of con-

tempt. But when we consider that

they belong to the human family,and

have immortal souls, the subject be-

comes a serious one. We blush for

humanity. But what is more, we
are pained at seeing that holy name,
by which we are called, so dishon-

oured, and our fellow men groping,
at noon-day, as they that have no
light, and in danger of falling, with
their blmd and wicked guides, into

the eternal pit.—We seem to hear
a.voice inquiring, Who maketh thee

to differ? and we are constrained

by gratitude, as well as pity, to la-

bour and pray that the ignorant
may be enlightened, and the wan-
dering reclaimed. Surely it is im-
portant that the light of the gos-

pel, in its purity, be sent into the
benighted corners of our country.

It would keep at a di:?tance tiiose

ravening wolves that love to prowl
in the dark, and waste the scatter-

ed flocks. Let the people be
properly instructed ;

—

let the truth

be built up^ and error will fall of
itself.

Yours, dear Sir, with much es-

teem and aflection,

IRA CHASE.

Rev. Daniel Sharp, Secretary of the
Massachusetts Baptist Missionary
Society,

RELI6I0US INTELLIGENCK.

REVIVALS OF RELIGION.

Extract of a Letterfrom Rev. Her-
bert Marshall, dated

Wobum, March 25, 1818.
Rev. and Dear Sir,

By Christians, accounts of religious

revivals are ever read with pecular in-

terest. Every new manifestation, that
the hand ot the Lord is not shorten-
ed, nor his ear heavy ; that the king-
dom of darkness is falling, and that of
light rising upon its ruins, is fitted to re-
vive their joy and gratitude and zeal.

In this place, we have, the year past.
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been allowed to witness the gentle dis-

tilling of celestial dew. After suffering

his people to remain a long time in a
state of coldness, God has at length
visited them. Fifteen years have elap-
sed since the last revival in this town.
That, Hlthough approved and shared in

by some few in the Congregational soci-

ety, was chiefly confined to the Baptist.

But we are happy to state, that the
present revival has been far more gen-
eralfy approved, and its influence much
more extensively felt

Thecommencementof thiswork,which
took, place as early as Nov. 1816, seem-
ed to originate in Lord's-day evening
Confiercnce meetings. These, which
were occasionally held before, but be-

came stated as early as Aug. 1816,
were at first held at private houses an(l

only thinly attended. Rut, thinly at-

tended as they were, a resulution was
formed, " not to forsake tlie assem-
bling of ourselves together," bat to

maintain these little meetings so long
as even two er three would meet to-

gether. The meetings were main-
tained, and the number that attended
them, instead of diminishing, gradually
increased. Nor was it long before a
disposition to converse and to hear, and a
concern for the prosperity of the church
and the salvation of souls, became man-
ifest. A few Annas and Simeons,
who had been long praying and waiting
for the consolation of Israel, now began
to be not a little revived, and to be fully

conviticed that prayer had been heard
and answered, and that Jesus was at

hand. Becoming zeal was manifest, in

exhortations and prayers, especially in

the latter ; Conference meetings be-

came fully attended ; some began to

inquire, in earnest, what they should do
to be saved. Conference meetings be-

gan to be established in the other sc<:i-

ety ; the nuipnbcr cf anxious sinners fast

increased ; indeed,experimental religion

began to be generally considered, the

one thing needful." The appearance
of all our religious assemblies was chang-
ed. It was such, as plainly indicated

that many were in their imaginations,

by a secret invisible impulse, ari-aigned

at the awful tribunal of God. Often
did the steady, fixed countenance, and
the gently flowing tear forcibly express
the contrition of the heart. A spark,
sometimes falls, kindles and spreads till

a whole city is involved in flames : So
did the divine spark which ftll in VVo-
burn, kindle and spread till nearly the
whole town wasitivolved in one sacred,
gentle flame. Both sc.cietles and per-
sons of almost every age have shared
in the work. Many have been con-
btrained to say, " Come and hear, all

Vol. I. 44

ye that fear God, and I will declare
what he hath dune for my soul." " {) !

come, magnif) the Lord vv'ith us, and lef
us exalt his name together."

In ad'iition to our other meetings, fir
a considerable time we held one weekly,
particularly dtisigned tor serious in-
quiring sinners. These we found in-

teresting, and we think not unprofitable.
Meetings more solemn, especially to

persons called to watch for souls as one
thai must give an account, you can
scarcely conceive. The number that
attended, was fi-equently from twenty to

forty. It is more easy to imagine, than
to describe the feelings naturally exciied
on meeting with this number, most of
them in tears under deep ccncern for

their souls.

The relations of candidates for ad-
mission to the church have been very
clear and satisfactory. Tliey have ex-
pressed their lull belief, that the heart
is totally defiravcdy that none can
change it but God, that Jesus Christ is

a nvhols Scnnour, and that all who are
once united to him are sure to be kept
by his power through faith unto salva-

tion.

Our baptizings have been—in Dec.
1816, one ; in April following, nine ;

and more or less in every month since^

till Jan. 1818. The whole number
that have united with the Baptist

church, is seventy-nine: thirty-seven,

males and forty-two females* I'hest;

seasons of baptizing have been pecu-
liarly solemn and impressive. Some
inquiring sinners are still found amongst
us. Those who have made a profession^

almost without a single exception, seem
thus far to have lived to God.
One, who in this revival was thought

to experience religion, has sir.ce been
called home. From the first of his

aAvakening he was favoured with a pe-
culiarly deep sense of sin and rf the ex-

treme deoeitfulness dL the heart. In

health he hoped, but \yith tremblings

He never made a profession. At the

tim.e of his sickness and death he was
far from home, and fiom all his rela-

tions and friends, excepting a brother

in law and a cousin. The folicwing is

an extract of a letter written by the

brother in law of the deceased, to his

father.

New Orleans, Nov. 11, 18IT.

Honoured and dear Father,

By the sad experience of many years,

you have been taught the folly ct pla-

* The number that have united luitk

the Congregational church I thi^'k it .

nearli) the Htmr,



346 RELIGIOUS INTEllWENCE.

cing any dependence on earthly enjoy-

ments. From the fall of man to the

present day, this has been a world of

changes, ofsorrow,and disappointnnent.

Man's life is a chequered scene of

good and evil. The present is to us a
day of darkness, trouble, and sore visita-

tion. Have pity upon us, O, our fnends

!

for the hand of the Lord is heavy upon
us. One of our little happy family is

cut off and nnmbered with the silent

dead. A kind and dutiful son, a tender
and affectionate brother, is gone ! Gone
to appear before his Judge. It has now
become a painful, bat necessary duty to

inform you, dear Sir, that on Saturday
evening last, your—yes, your beloved

son Isaac, died. May God be with
you and sustain and comfort you under
this sore affliction. I trust you have
long enjoyed the sweets of the holy reli-

gion you profess. Cast your burden upon
the Lord, and he will support you . Re-
member the injunction of an inspired

Apostle, and do not mourn as those that

have nahope. Your son, I trust, is gone
before you to the realms ot bliss. I

doubt not, that he is this moment rejoic-

ing and singing the praises of redeem-
ing love. Very pleasant was he in

life, and calra, serene and resigned in

death.

He appeared to the last moment of

life to have the full enjoyment of his

reason. Being satisfied that his life

was near to a close, I told him his sit-

uation. He did not seem to be alarmed,

but told me he expected it ; requested

me to give him my hand, and said. My
dear brother, you are the nearest earth-

ly friend I have here ; give my d>ing

love to all my dear friends, and to your
dear E. and children in particular.

At another time he said, Give my best

love to my dear father and sister S.

and all my dear friends. Tell them
that I am not afraid to die ; that I have
a hope in Christ ; that I think I shall

go to rest. A little before his death, he
said. My dear brother, I am dying, but

I am not alarmed. I know that I have
been a great sinner, but I trust that my
sins are pardoned, and that I shall go to

live with Christ. He fell asleep, with-

out a single sigh or groan. Never be-

fore did I witness such calmness in a
dying maft. O ! withhold not the praise

that IS due to God^s great name, for giv-

ing us reason to hope that our friend is

gone to rest. Come, let us dry our
tears and prepare te follow our de-

parted friend to the realms of bliss

;

yea, and from henceforth, Write, bless-

ed are the dead who die in the Lord."
HERBERT MARSHALL.

Rev. Daniel Sharp.

From the Western N. Y. Baptist Mag.

RETIVAL IN BRISTOL, STATE OF
NEW-YORK.

The Church had become much re-
duced, and religion was at a very low
ebb ; owing probably, in a great meas-
ure, to a want ofproper discipline, and
mistaken ideas about it. The idea has
too much prevailed that religion con-
sisted in certain happy frames of mind :

and, of course, that feelings are the rule
of conduct, This idea is destruc-
tive of gospel order, and renders the
Bible of but Ifttle use. But there has
always been a number who have main-
tained their travel in the worst of times,
and tkougii faint, still imrsuing. I
have frequently doubted whether my
work was not done in this place, and
often almost determined to leave the
people. But when I reflected on the
youth, who had become very numerous
in our society, my purpose would
change, and I found it hard to deter-
mine what was duty. But at length
the morning dawned. There had been
an increasing attention, particularly
among the youth, for many months ;
but nothing very special appeared until
about the first of last June. It was
now evident, that a number of young
people were under very serious impres-
sions of mind. It increased. They
were convinced of their totally lost and
undone condition. No arguments were
now necessary, to convince them of the
total depravity of their hearts, of the
absolute necessity of regeneration, or of
the sovereignty of grace in effecting it.

A number were brought, in the course
of this month, to rejoice in pardoning
mercy. On the first day of July, four
persons were baptized. It was suppos-
ed that more than a thousand people
were present on the occasion ; and a
more solemn scene, I never witnessed.
The assembly appeared interested in
the solemn transactions of the day, and
many were very seriously affected.
From that time to the present, the good
work has progressed slow and solemn.
More than sixty persons have pub-

lickly professed their faith in Christ.
There are many, who, in the judg-
ment of charity, have experienced a
change of heart; but who have not
yet made a public profession of religion.
The subjects of this work are mostly

young people, but many heads of fami-
les have been made willing to embrace
religion. There are also quite a number
of children, from seven to twelve years
of age, who have related the exercises
of their minds, to our great joy and sat-
isfaction.
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Their case is under consideration.

It is probable, that when they have
been instructed mope perfectly into the
nature and divine import of gospel ordi-

nances, they will be itceived to baptisnn.

We cannot say, as is often said on
such occasions, that this revival com-
menced among the professors of reli-

gion; or, that there appeared generally
a spirit of prayer in the church. Yet
there were soiiie who appeared to have
the cause of Gcd at heart, and to be
*'grieved at the atSictions of Joseph.'*

We have met, comparatively speak-
ing, with Init little opposition. All, gen-

erally appeared convinced that the

work w IS of God. I have not seen one
instance of irreverent or disrespectful

conduct at any of oor meetings, or bap-
tizing seasons. All have appeared
friendly awd solemn.

We have a very respectable number
of singers, mostly young, who have al-

ways conducted with much decency and
decoru.ii.—The awakening appeared
early among them, and they are almost

all now members of the church.

We have heard no disputing about

the ordinance of baptism ; no subject

of this work, that 1 know of, has had
any doubts concerning it. The work has
visited some families of our Congrega-
tional brethren, and the parents have
consented with apparent cheerfulness,

that their children, who had once been
baptized, as they supposed, should be
baptized and unite with us : and noiie

have joined any other church.

Our assembly, though large, has been
remarkably still and' solemn. No in-

stance of disorder or noise among those
under concern of mind has aj)peared, or
of extravagant joy in those who obtain-

ed relief. The subjects of the work,
in every stage of it, made a very mod-
est, but solemn appearance. They
have seldom spoke, except when called
upon to relate the exercises of their
minds. This they have done very wil-

lingly, but in rather a low tone of voice.

They have been clearly convinced of

their totally depraved and ruined state ;

and their utter inability to help them-
selves. It has been very convincing,

and truly a matter ofjoy, to hear them
in the most humble and solemn man-
ner, confess that tliey had never form-
ed any correct idea of religion, and had
no will or agency in the work which
was effected in their hearts ;—and
then, with souls expanding with grati-

tude, and countenances beaming witli

joy, ascribe all the praise to ricti and
sovereign grace. Many, who have
trusted in the Universal and Arminian
schemes, have abandoned their errors,

and been made to rejoice in that grace
which reigns through righteousness

unto eternal life.

The work is still progressing.—May
it spread until the whole earth sh ill be
full of the knowledge of God : So prays
your brother, &c.

SOLOMON GOODALE.

Bristol, Dec 29th, 1817.

MRS, AjXjY B.'iRJVJVELL,

The Stimmer and Autumn of 1817,

will be a memorable date in the his-

tory of many places in the Southern
States. During that period, it will be
recollected, that pestilence and death
were impressive, and prevailing parts,

in the order of every day. In frequent
instances the standards of society were
demoUshed by the arm of desolation,

and its pillars broken down from the
church of God. The dignit}^ and or-

nament of numerous communities were
swept into the dust, wliilst the emblems
of unavailing sorrow, were assumed.
On no place was the visitation more

signal, than on the town of Beaufort,
S. C. This town has existed for near
a century, and previous to the last af-

flictive season, had been deemed un-
cominonly healthy. It was then, how-

ever, doomed to su61t under the jl -es^

sure of a more awful judgment, than
its annals had ever witnessed . Death
advanced with a persevering step, and
seemed determined to exhibit his

gloomy features in every house. So
general was the calamity, that individ-

uals were engrossed to such an extent

by their own solicitudes and miseries,

as to forget what v/as due to others,

and therefore the usual offices of s)'m-

pathy and friendship were in a great

degree precluded.

Among those who happily passed

from the conflicts of the present state,

to the triumi)hs of realized hope, is to

be numbered Mrs. Ann Bar n v/ e ll.

As she was not among the earhest vic-

tims tothe prevailing disease, she hadan
interval of health, during the distress-



OBiTUARy. [May,

ing perioJ, for the further display of er of this has known her to speak, not
her exalted benevolence in ministering Avith the indifterence of a heart which
to the necessities and afflictions of oth- was at ease, because it had not been
ers. Afier a course of laborious vig- lacerated ; nur yet in the supineness of
dance and anxiety in attending the a sensibility which was not tortured
sick, and in seizing every occasion to because it had not bled ; but with that

l ecomnnend the consolations of Christ, interesting grace of enlightened resig-

bhe was herself called to her long de- nation, which felt whilst it adored,

sired reversion. Her loss is felt, and Mrs. Barnwell was the exemplary
lamented by a numerous circle of Christian. In the mildness of an un-
friends who had long admired the un- assuming splendour, she was conspicu-

common brilliancy of her Christian ous in rendering the tribute of visible

course, and the sublime tendencies of homage to the precepts and injunctions

piety in M'hich she soared towards heav- of her heavenly Master. "There is

6n. Ein'iched with the knowledge of one who adorns the dt)ctrine of God
salvation, and matured in the hvely lier Saviour," was the concurring tesli-

experiences of a devotional life, she mony of all her acquaintances! Her
appeared to all to havft gone through j^rst care was to understand the will of

the prescribed limits of her probation, God, and next to this was her strenu-

and to be awaiting, in the quietness of ous and persevering activity, in mi-
iaith, the rewarding benediction of her imte, as well as comprehensive corn-

Lord. Her's was the sjjirit which pliances. Her devotional bias was to

rested not upon the mouldering conhnes ^e seen at all times ; as well in the nur
of earth, which could find, in the sound merous circle which her pre-eminent
of worldly joy, no according notes to worth had drawn around her, as in

the higher mt-lodies of the soul, which niore i^tired conversations, with a
could not be restrained from its holy select few. The position which she
aspirations, by the weight of its slug- had taken, was an eminence from
gish tenement, nor diverted from its which she was unwilling to descend, to

superior flight, by the fascinations of hold fui'ther intercourse with an un-
secuhr delight. Her religion was substantial scene of empty pleasures,

communion with her God, her life was in the light of her example there was
the expression of an elevated sense of ^ steadiness, which was tlie evident re- -

his mercy, and her individual acts, suit of that inward fervour of affection,

sixcessive exemplifications of a spiric that gives to the path of the just, a
bowing to heavenly authority. Her brightness, improving into perfect day.
Avay was marked not by the command- ^er works of benevolence were not a
ing boldness of unexpected elevations, few shining marks, placed at distant

nor by the stern gloom of distrtissing and solitary intervals in the tenor of

depths, but by that engaging uniformity her life, but tlie unbroken lustre of an
which the mind views with steady and ascending series, of which heaven was
unvarying de'.ight. Her's was the to be the consummation. 'I he readi-

happy faculty to blend religion, not on- ness and liberality, with which she
ly with the great occasions of exist- contributed to pious designs, was fre-

ence, but with that minute series of quently proved by the writer of this

events, which must fill up the greater sketch, who deeply feels, and regrets

part of every life. Her attainments in so great a loss to the church as that

divine knowledge, and her acquaint- occasioned by her death,

anc^ with her own heart had furnished If there was any one quality for

her with an unusual promptitude in which Mrs. Barnwell was remark-
giving instructive solutions for all that able, it was that practical, and experi-

was mysterious and complicated in mental unction of grace, which gave a
the arrangements of Providence. And most happy sweetness to her general

•whilst spirits with less perceptible tra- deportment. It is admitted that a con-

ces of the divine image, than that stitutional suavity of disposition has
which she bore, would be urged by ini- often appeared to possess all the even-

petuous emotions to the disquietude of ness and serenity of Christian equanimi-

repining grief, she could meet, with tJie ty. But it must always be obsei \ ed, that

smile of submission,—events whicU such dispositions, however delicately

were most advers^^^to favourite antici- wrought, are, both in principle and in

pations. With herk seemed to be an es- practice, different from the temper of

tablished concession, that the sufferings one under divine influence. The
of time were as much the gift of the latter can assign a reason for all the

Lord, and the privilege of his people, as placid movements of conduct ; the tor-

the ioys and comforts which they so mer has a mildness which is the mere
readily accepted at his hands. Of quiescence of nature, and coiisequently

several very trying visitations, the writ- possesses no moral dignity ; the one hasi

if
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a gentleness of spirit, the rcfiult of deep

and se*rching- convictions ol the mean-

ness and dei)ravitv of human nature,

whilst the other has only that which

a happy organizatio« of the intellectual

and perceptive faculties may produce.

Under the agitations of life, the one is

calm, through patience, the other

through indilferencc. That excellency

of disposition, for which Mrs. Barnwell

was distinguished, should not be re-

garded as a trivial attainment. It

holds an important rank in the hst of

graces, ll is a rare thing to find in

trie genei-al temper of religious protes-

Gors, even the essentials of thai equa-

nimity, which should be a prominent

feature in al!. 3t is more usual to ob-

serve haste and petulance, under ad-

verse occurrences, instead of quietness

and scbrietv ; to remark, the deformity

of a ruffled sensibility, instead of the

ornanfient of a meek and quiet spirit,

uhich in the sight of (Jod is of great

price. Of such a disposition, the sub-

ject of these observations was an em-
inent example. In this lespect, she

long stood as an intere sting pattern to

th(jse around her. At all times and

under all circumstances, she had an

identity of character which testified

lier predominant sense of all the pro-

prieties of the Christian life.

For the eight or ten last years of her

life, she was a m«ist exemplary mem-
ber ot the Beaufort Baptist church.

As she had entered this church from a
high sense of duty, it was her constant

care to maintain a spirit and conduct
suitable to her distinct and open pro-

tessions. As she had deliberately re-

solved to die under the name of a
Baptist, so her dignified deportment
accorded well with that refined and
independent persuasion of truth by
v;hich genuine Baptists should be gov-
erned. She could appreciate the truths

of the gospel with a discerHing sense of

their spiritual force. She kfiew that
there was a responsibility upon the
station of every individual in a clinrcli,

and hence was an active observer of
every thing which belonged to her
sphere. During an interval of the
church's being destitute of a pastor, she
united with a few pious friends in fix-

ing a certain day in every week for
fasting and prayer, that Gcd would
again give them his word and ordinau-
ce;, and revive his work among them.

lier father was the Rev. Mr. Hut-
son, one of iht first pastors of the Pres-
byterian church at Stnney Creek,
Prince-William- Parish, S. C. Her
motlier is w ell known to the religious

world as the subject of that interesting
biography, entitled, " Living Christiau-

ity." Mrs. Barnw^pli iiad a new edi-

tio:i of tins w ork publishe<' of late years,

anil thus ntade a most acceptable ad-

dition to the II leans of religious im-
provement among her acquaintances,

I'he s])irit of her excellent moUier
seemed to have rested on lier, and she

passed through the vale of hie to the

sixty^third year of her age, in the spirit

and exi^rcise of *' Living Christianity."

She d<"lighted in trtquenting the

house ol Gcil. The ministration of tho

word, and the administration of the or-

dinances, had attractions for her far

beyond all things with which this world
can address tlie senses. Those who
had the pleasure to address the con-
gregation, of which she was a part,

were compelled lo remark the pro-
loui.d reverence with which sheWait-
ed on the Lord. Those sermons whicii

contained the clearest expositions of
that doctrine, on which ihe name of
Christ had stamped a iieculiar lustre,

were obviously the mo!>t dear to her.

At the same time she was ever ready
to receive iir,pressi»e exhoriatiohs to

duty from the pulpit, and w(,uid not
charge a legal spirit upon the preacher.
She ciruld well understand that the.

necessary proportions of the Christia?)

micoistry would be destroyed, it doc -

trines were insisted on to the neglect oi

duties, or duties to the neglect of doc-
trines. The word of Christ was food
to her, whether it conveyed the joyful
rejn'esentation of the believer's privi-

leges, or the authoritative injuncticns of
her divine Master. Hence she seldom
heard sermons with which she was not
satisfied, and often heard those with
wliich she was pleased.

The last moments of this distinguish-

ed Christian, v/ere such as her pre-
vious history would have induced us to
anticipate. Her desire to depart and
be wiiti Christ, was the obvious and
triumphant inclination of her soul. She
exulied in the light i)f that festal moru
which was to intrcKluce her spirit to
the surprising ecstasies ol celestial jo\

,

Tile visions ot fi.nal bliss which spread
a glow of reposing brightness over her
visage, exhibited a striking contrast to
the affliction and glooin of that com-
munity, which saw that a mother in Is-

rael had left them, and was gone to her
lest.

Died in Haverliill, on the 8th ult.

much lamented, the Kev. William
Batch ELD.tR, pastor of the Baptist
church in-^^at place, aged 50. His
remains were interred on the 'i'uesday-

following, w&h every mark of respect.
At two o'ct(^k. Pi M, the corpie \i a*.
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removed to the meeting-house, which,
on the occasion, was deeply shaded
with the emblems of mourning. I'he
service commenced by an anthem, /
heard a great voicefrom heaven, iJXc'*

followed by solenm, fervent prayer by
the Rev. Mr. Grafton. An appropri-
ate sermon was then delivered by Rev,
Dr. Baldwin, to a numerous, weeping
audience, founded on 1 Kings, xiii. 30.—jind thty ivefit over him. Baying^
MaSt my brother! The throne of

IONS. [May,

grace was again addressed in an affec-
tionate prayer, by the Rev. Mr Bolles.
The 31st hymn, 2d Book, and 18th, 1st
Book, Dr. Watts, were also sung.
The corpse, attended by a numerous

procession, among whom were many of
the neighbouring clergy of different de-
nominations, was then conveyed to the
graveythe house apfioiritedfor all living,

.
=17" A more particular account of the

lile and labours of Mr. Batchelder, may
be expected in our next.

In our 54th. Number,we briefly notic-

ed the Ordination of Mr. Flavel Shurt-
leff, since which, the following account
has been sent us for insertion.

Ordained at Bridgewater, on the
16th. clay of Sept. ult. to the work of an
Evangehbt, Rev. Flav£l Shurt-
LEFF.~Rev.rimothyHodbdon,of HoUis,
Me. offered up the intrcxiuctory praj er.

Rev. Dr. Messer, President of Brown
Un;. v^ei-sity, preached a learned and ap-
propriate discourse from i. Tim. iii. 1.

*'This is a true saying. If a man desire

tlie office of a bishop, he desireth a
good work." Rev. Mr. Baker, of Prov-
dence, prayed at the imposition of

hands. Rev. Dr. Gano gave a very
scriptural, solemn, pathetic, and affec-

tionate charge to his young ministering

brother. Rev. Mr. Benedict, of Paw-
tucket, gave the token of the fellow-

ship of the council and churches, and
Rev. Silas Hall, of New-Bedford, made
the concluding prayer.

The exercises were solemn, appro-
priate, and to a high degree interesting,

and gratifying to the devout feelings of
a large and respectable audience. It is

believed that the good impressions then
made, are yet permanent and salutary.

Mr. Shurtleff is a graduate of Brown
University, was a member of the church
in Prcn idence of which the Rev. Dr.
Gano is Pastor ; and received ordina-
tion at the united voice of the Church
and Society where he now labours.

At Norfolk, (Conn.) on Thurs-
day, Decern. 4th. 1817, Rev. Zalmon
Toby, a member of the Church at

Colebrook, and a graduate of Brown
University, was solemnly set apart to

the work of the gospel ministiy. Rev.
John Leland preached on the occasion,

an appropriate discourse from 2 Cor.
iv, 7 ; Rev. Nathaniel Otis, of Leba-
non Springs, (N. Y.) offered up the or-

daining prayer ; Rev. Jesse Haitwell,

of New-Marlborou^h, {Mass.), gave
the charge; the teilowshii^ of the
churches was prese)ited by Rev. John
Butcolph, ot Northeast, N.Y. concluding
prayer by Rev. Mr. Sherwood, of Egie-
mont, (Mass.)

Ordained at Orland, (Me.) on the
16th- Juiy, 1817, brother Benjamin
Buck, to the work of the gospel minis-
try. Brother Thomas Merrit preach-
ed from 2 Tim. iv. 2. '* Preach the
word." Brother Amos Allen cltcred
up the ordaining prayer; brother
Enodi Hunting gave the charge ; broth-
er Ebenezer Piukham gave the right
hand of fellowship ; and Brother John
Roundy oftered the concluding prayer.
The assembly was large, and though
the day was uncomfortably warm, they
manifested no uneasiness during the ap-
propriate services. All was silent, de-
cent, and solemn attention. Brother
Buck is to take the charge of the
churches in Orland and Bucksport

Installed at South-Reading, 23d
April, 1818, Elder Gustavus F. Da-
vis, to the pastoral care of the Baptist
Church in that place. The public ex-
ercises commenced by singing. Elder
George Phippen, of Lynn, ottered the
introductory prayer. Elder Lucius
Bolles, of Salem, delivered an appropri-
ate discourse, from 1 Timothy, iv. 16.
" Take heed unto thyself," &c. Elder
Jeremiah Chaplin, of Danvers, gave the
right hand of fellowship, and very feel-

ingly and pertinently adverting to the
solemnities of the interment of an es-

teemed brother in the ministr}', whose
remains had recently been committed
to the tomb, noticed the contrast be-
tween that and the present pleasing oc-

casion, which led him to perceive the
good providence of God, in strengthen-

ing the hands of his ministering ser-

vants in this vicinity, by sending aHoth-



1818.] FOETRY. 351

er watchman to labour on these walls

of Zion.

Elder Bela Jacobs, of Pawtucket,R.I.
made the conckiding prayer ; after

which Elder Davis read TTth hymn,
2 Book, in Watts, Stand up my soul,

&c. which was sung, closing with an

interesting; anthem. Benediction by
Elder Bulks.

The day was fair, and the opportu-
nity pleasant. May its services leave
an abiding and comfurtable impres-
sion on the minds of those wlio witnessed
them.

MISSIONARY HYMN.

*' We cannot but sfieak the things
ivhich lue have seen and heard."

Acts iv. 20.

WE have heard the joyful news:
Now let others hear it:

Bear Uie tidings to the Jews

:

To the nations bear it.

They who know the joyful sound,
Nevjr should conceal it;

But to all the world around,
Far and wide reveal it.

Joyful news the Gospel is,

And to thought confounding;
Wonder, O ye heavens, at tuis;

Sing of grace abounding.
Grace like this was never known,
God our nature wearing

;

Making human guilt his own,
And our scaTows bearing.

Spread abroad the joyful sound ;

^
Fly in all directions ;

Speak to men the world around.
Men of all complexions.

All are sinners needing grace;
God's own word has said it

;

Go with speed to every place,
And. unweary 'd. spread it.

And may He whose grace it is.

Give the world a blessing

;

Make the conquer 'd nations his;
Every ill redressing.

May he take the vail away.
All the earth o'erspreading ;

And his mighty power display.
All our hopes exceeding.

LINES ON AGRIPPA'3 REPLY
TO PAUL.

Almost thou fiersuadest me to be a
Christian"

WHAT ? but almost convincM ! and
rest you there ? [care!

Sad proof, O King, your soul is not your
Not so the famish'd wretch, on seeing

bread,
Would say, «' Enough ! I could almost

befedy
Nor would the sick to his physician say,
*' / could almost be cur'dy go thou thy

way;"
Nor would the prisoner, if a gap he see.
Say, unconcern'd, *' / could almost go

free
Nor would the rebel, should his prince

forgive.

Refusing say, ^Tmhalfincliu'dtolive;'*'
What then ! are God, the soul, eternal

things,

Death, heaven and hell, concerns too

small for kings?
Shall sublunary honours, pomp and

power,
And regal state, the gewgaws of an

hour.

Engross the conscious mind, nor once
leave room

For di*ead eternity, and final doom ?

Ah, fool ! ere long, thou'lt know,to aw-
ful cost.

That to be almost sav*dt is wholly to be

lost I

The Cise how awful ! yet alas, how true!

The case,O ! Formalist, applies to you !

Flee, then, to Christ—ensure the saving

hour.
Bear not his rmme alone, but own his

p-oiv'r.

[ London Evang, Mag.
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To Headers and Correspondents.

We re?:ret thnt we are obliged to onnit noticing several Missioniry Societies in

Ibis Number; particularly, the commu::ication sic:ned "Silas," givinc: an account
of tilt' " Annual meeting of th'" S ciety for Norfolk. County and vicinity.'* We
hojiie our f lends will excuse tliis unintentional delay.—Other communications have
been received, and are under consideration.

Several pieces of Poetry are on our files ; few of which possess sufficient mer-
it to entitle them to insertion

Communications for the Magazine, free of expense, will be gratefully received
and duly attended to.

We liave been requested by a Correspondent, to mention that the Females
of the B aptist societv in Mechanicville, in the state of Ne A'-Vork, have presented
their Pastor, the Rev. Johik Ellis, with the sum necessary to Qonstitute him a
member of the American Bible Society for life.

' We have received a.letter from the R-v. D win BENfiotCT, of Pawtucket,
. R. I. complaining of the fitrictares on Robinson's History of Baptism, contained

' in our two hst numbers, a .d requesting that a " few pages may be reserved in our
next for the insertion of some remarks intended to vindicate the character of Mr,
Robinson as a very learned and ^uthientic historian, and to exhibit some of the
excellencies cf his justly celebrated production, which we have passed over in

' silence."

As we never doubted the learning of Mr. Robinson, nor the authenticity of his

history, except on the single point named in the review, and especially as we re-

peatedly expressed our high approbation of the work so far as the main subject

was concerned, we can surely feel no objection to inserting any remarks in vin-

dication of tht: hisajry, ca'cnUted to establish the antiquity aiul validity of believ-

ers* baptism ; and as Mr. B :nedict asserts that " he docs not seek a controversy
on the subject," we sincerely hope that his communication will be of such a nature
as to require no further reply on our part.

We Can assure Mr. Benedict, that our Strictures upon the socinianism of
Mr. Robinson' were not made with a view to Impljcate him or his fellow-pub-

lishers as desirous of " propagating this dangei'ous and prevailing error.'*

Our only object wfts to guard the readers of the history against receiving too"

implicitly, its sly insinuations against the peculiar doctrines of Christianity. Of
the propriety of this, we have been more fully satisfied by observing, in a recent

socinian publication, a reference to the very passage in the history on which we
commented, and in support of the same opinion which we exposed, and disprov-

ed. We hope Mr. Benedict will therefore justify us, and consider himself exoner-

ated, if we give in this pi nee, his own words in relation to this subject.—"I am
free to declare, that I did not engage in the publication of Robinson for the sake

of propagating Sfici iianism ; n<'ither have I any inclination to embrace this cold

and comfortless theology, whose principal aim has ever been to persuade other

Chi Ltians to its belief, rather than to convert sinners to God."

We state for the information of those who have recently subscribed for'

the Mngazini", that the 55th Number is now reprinting, and will be ready for de-
livery with Number 58. While we are gratified with the large number of our
subscribers, now amoundng to more than Ten Thousand, we are persuaded
there is still room for that number to be greatly increased. And w en our
friends consider that the circulation of the Magazine is designed to promote the
prosperity of Missions, aud the interests of the churches in genera! ; and espe-
cially that no work of eqnal magnitude in the United States is afforded so cheap
by nearly one half, we hope tliey will neither delay to forward the amount of

their own subscriptions, nor to use their influence to obtain additional subscribers

in their respective neighbourhoods.

It may be ^ratifj'^in^ to our readers, to learn that the ship Independ-

ence of Boston, on board of which were our missionaries to Burmah,
Messrs. Coleman and Wheelock, with their wives, was spoken off the

Cape of Good Hope, on the 25th of January, on her way to Calcutta,

where we hope she has arrived in safety.

V
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